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Who Says You Can’t Go Home?  Jon Bon Jovi and Madonna do!!!  Actually it was performers 
from the headlining act “Rocksplosion” at the Raritan Bay Seafood that portrayed these 
two legends while performing the Bon Jovi hit for a very enthusiastic crowd.  (Photo by 
Brian Stratton)

Something For Everyone
At Seafood Festival

By  Tom Burkard
What a time!  Mick Jagger, Jon Bon Jovi, 

Madonna, Jimmy Buffet, Bruce Springsteen 
and Rod Stewart rocked this year's Raritan 
Bay Seafood Festival.  Well, not really, 
but the members of "Rocksplosion," gave 
outstanding visual and audio performances 
of those superstars of rock. 

People of all ages came out in the 
thousands, from all over to enjoy a beautiful 
Sunday in September at Waterfront Park .  
Sponsored by the City of South Amboy and 
the Borough of Sayreville, the 7th annual 
event offered something for everyone.

The big day kicked off with a 9/11 
Memorial Service at 11 a.m., and was fol-
lowed by the popular Talent Showcase.  
South Amboy's own Jerry Smith opened 
the show, and captivated the crowd with 
his original anthem to the city he loves so 
much, "South Amboy U.S.A."  After turning 
in another stellar performance, Smity took 
over as MC for the day and did equally well 
for the first time in this new role.  He was 
followed by several local talents who sang, 
danced and entertained the spectators near the 
Gazebo.  Triple H Productions gave the final 
performance in the Talent Showcase. Triple 
H, which is South Amboy's resident theater 
company, turned in a superb 20-minute set 
with a medley of songs from temporary 
Broadway shows.

Local favorites, "Rosedale," who are one 
of the most talented up and coming bands in 
the area, performed a great set of classic rock 
'n' roll.  "Gaelforce," an Irish rock band then 

took the stage, and really rocked Waterfront 
Park!  "Rocksplosion" followed to provide 
the final entertainment of the day. 

For those who wanted to just relax and 
take it easy, while enjoying the beautiful view 
of the Raritan Bay, or just get a bite to eat, 
they could purchase some tasty foods, from 
any of the many vendors, with choices rang-
ing from seafood (Of course!), to Italian, or 
Oriental, and follow it with something sweet 
from a large selection of desserts.  Everyone 
appreciated the food tents and chairs to sit 
on while they were eating. 

The highly-acclaimed Manhattan, and 
New England homemade clam chowder, 
prepared by Progressive Fire Co. was a 
quick sell-out, and this writer and three 
friends never got to try it.  Oh well, maybe 
next year.   The word at the Festival was that 
firefighter Andy Pipala has the secret recipe 
to this very special chowder.  

There were plenty of children's activities 
and rides to keep the youngsters busy and 
smiling throughout the day, and the adults 
had countless vendors to check out, includ-
ing  crafters, artists, and much more.  The 
free shuttle bus service from the NJ Tansit 
lot was kept busy, transporting the Festival 
goers in and out throughout the day.  

Once again, the Raritan Bay Seafood 
Festival was a smashing success, with lots 
of smiles and satisfied faces everywhere!  
Congratulations to the City of South Amboy, 
the Borough of Sayreville, and all who helped 
make this day one to remember!

Major League baseball greats, who were born and raised in South Amboy and played at St. 
Mary's High School are coming home for the Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary's High School 
Hall-of-Fame Dinner/Induction Ceremony on October 18th.  Pictured in this rare photo at 
their Induction Ceremony in 2000 are (l-r) Ed O'Brien, Allie Clark, Jack McKeon, and John 
O'Brien.  (Photo from the Tom Burkard Archives)  

Bike Ride 
Fundraiser

Three Sayreville policemen participated 
in the annual Tour de Force, a 15-mile bike 
ride from the Pentagon to Ground Zero, 
which raises money for the families of 
officers who are killed in the line of duty.  
There were 150 total officers riding, and 
Sayreville was represented by Detective 
Richard Belotti, Sgt. Pete Skarzynski, and 
Sgt. Sean O'Donnell.  Great job, guys!

New Principals
William Ciullo, 48 of Manalapan, is 

the new principal of the South Amboy El-
ementary School.  Ciullo has replaced Carol 
Galley, who retired after over 30 years in the 
school district.  He oversees 630 students 
and 75 school staff. 

Susan Keating, who retired last year after 
37 years in the Perth Amboy School District, 
has taken over Sacred Heart School as the 
new principal.  She is very optimistic about 
her new position, and does not anticipate any 
major differences between the public school 
system of education or the Catholic school 
at Sacred Heart.  Congratulations and best 
wishes to the new principals!

New Roles At 
McCarrick

Arleen Morey has been appointed 
assistant principal/academics at Cardinal 
McCarrick High School.  She has been a 
Catholic educator for 28 years.  Marjorie 
Zalewski Bryner, who is a 1969 graduate of 
St. Mary's High School, has been selected as 
vice principal.  She has worked in the edu-
cational field for 31 years.  Congratulations 
and best of luck, Arleen and Marjorie!    

Pay Tax Online
The Borough of Sayreville is now of-

fering its residents the opportunity to pay 
their property taxes online.  To make their 
tax payment on the borough's new website, 
they should go to: www.sayreville.com, left 
click on "Tax Payments," found on the left 
menu, and follow directions.  

The online feature began in late July, 
and the Borough is planning in the near fu-
ture to offer pay online for utility payments, 
initially with water.

Oktobersfest-Sept. 
20

St. Stan's Annual Oktoberfest will be 
held on Saturday, Sept. 20th with a rain 
date of Sept. 21st.  The fun-filled event will 
run from 3-9 p.m. at the St. Stan's School 
Grounds, 225 MacArthur Ave., Sayreville.  
The Oktoberfest will feature live music, 
games, wheels, pay-one-price ride specials, 
delicious food, Pork Loin dinner, and much, 
much more.  Don't miss the Friday night 
Fright Hayride on Sept. 19th from 7-10 p.m.  
Come on out for a terrific time with friends 
and family!

South Amboy's Major Leaguers To Return
By Tom Burkard

Allie Clark, the O'Brien twins, Johnny 
and Eddie, and Jack McKeon have many 
things in common.   They were star athletes 
for St. Mary's High School, and then went 
on to play professional baseball, and made 

it to the majors where they had very suc-
cessful careers.

Clark was the first South Amboy native 
to make it to the big leagues in 1947, and as 

continued on page 10

Rupps Chosen 
Business Leaders 

Of The Year
Ray Rupp and his wife Andy, owners of 

Rupp's Ace Hardware, were chosen the 2008 
Business Leaders of the Year for Sayreville 
by the Old Bridge-Sayreville-South Amboy 
Chamber of Commerce.  

Ray was born and raised in Sayreville, 
and is a 1960 graduate of Sayreville HS.  
At that time, he joined the family business, 
which was opened in 1953 by his mother 
and father.  He has now worked in the busi-
ness for 50 years.  He was a member of the 
Sayreville Lions Club and served as President 
in 1978.  In '88, Ray was nominated for the 
Board of Directors of the Ace Hardware 
Corporation.

In 1991, Ray married Andy Asch, 
whose father and mother owned the former 
Centre Hardware on Rt. 9 in Sayreville.  It 
was a match made in heaven!  Both family 
backgrounds came from the hardware busi-
ness.  Andy graduated from Scotch Plains 
HS and attended Ohio State University.  She 
has been working in the hardware business 
for over 30 years.

Rupp's Ace Hardware has been an ac-
tive member of the community.  Through 
the years, they have contributed to most 
of the local organizations, schools, athletic 
programs, Eagle Scouts, churches, and the 
Sayreville Pet Adoption Center.  They have 
received many Outstanding Achievement 
Awards from the Ace Hardware Corporation, 
and have been chosen numerous times by 
the Readers Choice Awards as the "Best of 
the Best" neighborhood hardware store in 
Central Jersey.

Ray and Andy enjoy spending time with 
their many friends, daughter Kristina and her 
husband Tom.  They are looking forward to 
retiring someday and spending more time at 
the Jersey Shore.  Congratulations to two very 
special people on a well-deserved award!

Note:  Also selected 2008 Business 
Leaders of the Year were Owen Henry of 
Old Bridge, and Jim Loures of South Amboy.  
Congratulations!   
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Ryan Masterson(R) of Morgan, recently met Republican candidate for President, John 
McCain(L) at a Newark corporation where Ryan is employed.  Masterson served two tours 
of duty in Iraq as a machine gunner.  He is a 1999 graduate of Sayreville War Memorial 
High School. (Photo courtesy of Bob Masterson)

Talk Of The Towns
By Tom Burkard

25th Anniversary
Congratulations to Ray and Anne Ku-

kulski, owners of Lagoda's Saloon located 
at 109 South Broadway, as they celebrate 
their fine establishment's 25th Anniversary 
on October 26th.  Stop in for the festive 
occasion, and have a hot dog or hamburger 
from 1-6 p.m.
Educators Retire

Belated best wishes go out to the fol-
lowing local educators, who retired in June: 
South Amboy Schools-Carol Galley, William 
"Bill" Beattie, and at Cardinal McCarrick 
High School, Jeanne Menk Polinski.  Also, 
Coach George Krzyzanowski, who ended 
his coaching career at South Amboy HS.  He 
coached boys varsity basketball for 30 years, 
and also varsity baseball for many years.  
Congratulations to all for your dedication to 
the students, and helping to make this town 
and this world a far better place!  
Evigan Stars In Movie

Movie/TV superstar, Greg Evigan, who 
graduated from Sayreville War Memorial 
HS, recently starred in the movie, "Journey 
To The Center Of The Earth."
Cholewa Is Deputy Mayor

LaVerne Cholewa is the Deputy Mayor 
of Mansfield Township in Burlington County.  
She is currently in her second term at the 
elected position. LaVerne is a '68 graduate 
of Sayreville War Memorial HS.
Jerry Retires

South Amboy's Jerry Smith has retired 
after 36 years of service at the Middlesex 
County Board of Special Services.  Congratu-
lations, and best wishes to a great guy!
Tribute To Rudy

Popular and loved South Amboy resi-
dent, Rudy Neumann, who died last month, 
is being honored with a beautiful website, 
created by his family.  You can view this 
wonderful memorial tribute at: poppopneu-
mann.com.
Happy 90th

Special Happy Birthday wishes go 
out to South Amboy's Jean Poetsch, who 
recently celebrated her 90th Birthday!  God 
bless, Jean!

Blood Drive
There will be a Blood Drive on Sun., 

Sept. 21 at St. Mary's Church in St. Pat's 
Hall from 8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m.  Platelet 
donation machines will be available.   Donors 
should be at least 17 years old, weigh at least 
110 pounds and be in good health.  Bring 
ID and remember to eat before you donate.  
Homemade goodies will be served.  Walk-
ins are welcome!  For more info call Sue 
at 732-220-7077 or Ron at 732-727-2221.  
Save a neighbor, donate blood!

Pleasant Little 
Trivia

By Tom Burkard
1.This Sayreville War Memorial HS 

graduate was a member of the '88 U.S. 
Olympic Bobsled team?  a.Dan Ogborne 
b.Michael Wasko c.Reyne Borup

2.In 1993, this Luncheonette was 
located at 100 South Broadway, South 
Amboy?  a.Dot's

b.Zall's c.Broadway
3.This film developing/photo shop was 

located at 881 Main St., Sayreville in '93?  
a.Quick Print b.Fishkin's c.Speed Photo

4.Selected South Amboy's Fireman of 
the Year in '72?  a.Paul Zulin b.Ed Szatkowski 
c.Larry Parsons

5.This lawnmower shop was located at 
133 South Pine Ave. in 1981?  a.Wilbur's 
Mowers b.Green's Lawn Mowers c.South 
Amboy Lawnmower

6.President of South Amboy Women's 
Club in 1964?  a.Edna Chase b.Lois Morriss 
c.Mrs.Ervin

7.This pet shop was located on Route 
35 in Sayreville in 1993?  a.Wild Things 
b.Pets For U c.Pet Junction

8.In '92 the South Amboy Tornadoes 
team formed.  What kind of team was it?  
a.Bowling b.Traveling Soccer c.Street 
Hockey

9.In 1979, where was Sayreville Auto 
Parts located?  a.Washington Rd. b.Route 
35 c.Main St.

10.In '73, where was the Hide-A-Way 
Lounge located in Sayreville?  a.MacArthur 
Ave. b.Fearey Place c.Route 9

11.Captain of the Melrose Hose Co. 
No. 1 in 1983?  a.Raymond Janas b.John 
Prusakowski c.Richard Gaul

12.Who did Fred Henry replace as South 
Amboy Councilman in '92?  a.John Kelly 
b.Donald Thomas c.Craig Coughlin

Answers
1b 2a 3c 4b 5c 6a 7c 8c 9c 10b 11a 
12c.

A PRAYER FOR HEALINg
Lord, you invited all who are burdened to come 

to You.  Allow your healing hand to heal me.  Touch 
my soul with Your compassion for others.  Touch 
my heart with Your courage and infinite love for all.  
Touch my mind with Your wisdom, that my mouth 
may always proclaim Your praise.  Teach me to reach 
out to You in my need.  Help me to lead others to 
You by my example.  Most loving Heart of Jesus, 
bring me health in body and spirit so that I may 
serve You with all my strength.  Touch gently this 
life which you have created.  Amen -T.B.

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears 
of the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in 
your arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  
This novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S..

NOVENA TO ST. ANTHONY
Oh Holy St. Anthony, gentlest of Saints,  your love 

for God and charity for his creatures made you worthy 
when on earth to possess miraculous powers.  Miracles 
waited on your word, which you were ready to speak 
for those in trouble or anxiety.  (Make request).  The 
answer to my prayer may require a miracle.  O gentle 
and loving St. Anthony whose heart was ever full of 
human sympathy, whisper my petition into the ears 
of the sweet infant Jesus who loved to be folded in 
your arms and the gratitude of my heart will be yours.  
This novena has never been known to fail.  Say Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be. -B.T.S..
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 ★  Business of the Month  ★
KIDZDENT

Kidzdent’s Dr. Nancy Villa (l) and Dr. 
Cavan Brunsden (r) are outstanding in 
their field.

Pediatric Dentistry, Orthodontics & 
Dentistry for Special Needs Patients

KIDZDENT provides Pediatric 
Dentistry and Orthodontics for children 
and adults.

Dr. Cavan Brunsden has been a pe-
diatric dentist in Old Bridge for over 20 
years and is the founder of KIDZDENT.  
He believes that everyone deserves a beau-
tiful smile, and that preventive dental care 
should start by age one in order to desen-
sitize your child and lead him/her toward 
a lifetime of healthy dental habits.

At KIDZDENT, Dr. Nancy Villa 
offers Orthodontic Care to children and 
adults, featuring metal and clear braces, as 
well as Invisalign.  It is never too late to 
start orthodontics to improve your dental 
health, physical appearance, and to boost 
your self-esteem.  Regardless of your age, 
orthodontic treatment is always a change 
for the better.

In addition, the KIDZDENT SPE-
CIAL NEEDS DENTAL CENTER 
treats children and adults with special 
requirements.  These special people de-
serve a place where they can be treated 
respectfully and professionally in an 
environment that caters to their particular 
dental/orthodontic needs.  KIDZDENT 
treats children and adults with unique 
needs such as Autism, ADHD, Downs 
Syndrome and Cerebral Palsy.  We utilize 
behavioral therapy, individual familiariza-
tion programs, an ABA & IEP dental in-

troduction program, and a therapy-based 
reception area.

KIDZDENT is conveniently located 
at 2455 Route 516, Old Bridge, New 
Jersey.  We can be reached by telephone 
at (732) 679-2323, or you can browse our 
exciting, informative website at www.
kidzdent.com. 

Visit our office soon and give your 
child something to smile about!!

Cell Phones 
Needed

Ladies  auxi l iary  #4699 from 
Sayreville,NJ. Ours President Lorraine 
Rock would like to thank our neighbors for 
helping by collecting unwanted cell phones. 
This week we will be sending out 30 old 
and used cell phones, in return ,our troops 
will received a calling card to call home. 
a great Holiday Gift. If you would like to 
contribute, Please contact Lorraine Rock at 
609-448-2587.

Car Show
The Camp Dill Foundation of South Am-

boy will hold a Car Show on Sunday, Sept. 28th  
from 11am to 4pm in the parking lot at Lowes 
Home Center, Rt 9 South and Perrine Rd. 
There will be great food, lots of trophy's 
and music provided by Richie Flash. Also, 
there will be door prizes for registered show 
vehicle owners.  For more info call (732) 
525-0412.

Live Auction

Pen Pals For 52 
Years

Ruth Disbrow Wagner (Parlin), of the 
Hoffman graduating class of 1959, has just 
returned from a trip to England where she 
was visiting her pen pal of 52 years, Mrs. 
Celia Tate of Ripon, England. The pen pals 
began writing as part of a school assignment 
and have managed to stay in touch through 
marriage, children, and grandchildren.  On 
her last two trips, Ruth was accompanied by 
two of her grandchildren and while there, 
they also visited Scotland.  This was Ruth's 
third visit to England and Celia is planning 
her fourth visit to the US in 2010.  Ruth is 
already planning where she will take Celia 
on her next visit.  We wish them many more 
years of friendship.

From its inception in 1917, the Sadie 
Pope Dowdell Library has held many fund-
raisers and on Friday, November 14th, they 
will be hosting a special fundraising recep-
tion, “Tales of South Amboy;” to raise funds 
to digitize local newspapers and expand the 
historical archives.  South Amboy Mayor 
John T. O’Leary will honor them as Master of 
Ceremonies and City Administrator; Camille 
Tooker will act as Auctioneer.  Refreshments 
and previewing of auction items will begin 
at 7:00 p.m. with the Live Auction officially 
opening at 8:00 p.m.

Local corporations, businesses and 
individuals will be donating products and 
services in an effort to support the library.   
Donations will be acknowledged in the 
Auction Guide, on the library’s web site, as 
well as visibly promoted in the local news-
papers.  Donations will include items such 
as: specialty baskets, works of art or framed 
mirrors, wine, entertainment media, gift 
certificates or cash donations, hand crafted 

items, sports gear or bicycles, home decorat-
ing items, exciting travel and hotel packages, 
flowers, laptop computers, PDAs, gourmet 
food items, digital cameras or jewelry.

How does a live auction work? On the 
night of the auction, when an item catches 
your eye, just place a bid on the item; and 
if no one bids higher than you do, the item 
will be yours.

So, save the date – Friday, November 
14th!  For more information, please contact 
Elaine Gaber, Director, at the Sadie Pope 
Dowdell Library of South Amboy at 732-
721-6060 or comments@dowdell.org.   

Obsolescence
By Al Gomolka Jr.

Times Poet Laureate
c.2007

Ah-to grow old and weary
And to think far less clearly
The joints ache, the bones shake
Sleep is restless, and spirit breaks
Eyes grow dim, and digestion slows
Wrinkles multiply, while hearing goes
Our bodies eventually succumb
To the curse; the scourge of old age
Or is it a blessing to some
Who believe in the eternity stage
When life becomes but problems and 
pains
And only memories of happier times re-
main
We never desired to be a fuss
But now others take care of us
Ah-this natural cycle of life
Let's forget all these struggles and strife
Look forward to the true threshold
Of our new beginning to behold
Where old becomes young and fresh and 
whole
The body may die, but forever lives the 
soul.
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South Amboy's first Smart Car belongs to Stanley Zdanowicz!

Yearbook-St. Mary Regional HS 1988
By Tom Burkard

On June 28, 1987, the school officially 
became St. Mary Regional High School at 
a transition ceremony.  The Sisters of St. 
Francis The Martyr St. George combined 
with the Sisters of Mercy for the first time in 
South Amboy.  Some of the faculty included 
Father Bob and Father Joe, Janet Gray, 
Dorothy Holliday, Jeanne Polinski, Diana 
Panigrosso, Sharon Keshish, Suzanne Burns, 
Sister Marie Theresa Define, Sister Esther 
Hernandez, Joyce DeProspo.

The St. Mary social scene featured many 
cool happenings including The Lip Sync, 
The Christmas Ball, which had "Winter 
Wonderland" as its theme, The Magic of 
Mind Power with Flavin, The Christmas 
Concert on Dec. 14, 1987, Senior-Faculty 
Picnic in Oct. '87,  The Senior Christmas 
Party, called "The Eskimo Way," the school 
play, "South Pacific," and the Senior Prom 
which was held at The Shadowbrook.

On the national scene in '88, it was a 
year of Dukakis nominations; Olympia for 
an Oscar, cousin Michael for President.  
She won, he didn't.  In November, Geroge 
H.W. Bush won the presidency, and Dan 
Quayle was his VP.  Mickey Mouse turned 
60.   Canada's Ben Johnson lost his Olympics 
gold medal because he took steroids.

At the Eagles' Nest on South Stevens 
Ave. & Augusta St., Colleen Graham was 
Editor of the yearbook; Gerri Panigrosso 
was Editor of the Literary magazine "Re-
flections;" Mark Hammond was Class 
President.

Some of the seniors selected randomly 
included: Patricia Armhold, Kim Borucki, 
Nancy Corbin, Jennifer Damian, Marleen De-
Leon, Danielle DiSomma, Debra Finnegan, 
Bethann Fleming, Michelle Farrell, John 
Haber, Marylee Iuzzolino, Katherine Knatz, 
Amy LaPatriello, Nicole Lucante, Jeanette 
Malik, Stephen Morgan, Susan Mankowski, 
Christine Murphy, Traci Nelson, Mariellen 

McMahon, Geralyn O'Connell, Tina Pricca-
ciante, Lisa Reid, Kristen Sarisky, Francine 
Smith, Ellen Stockton, Richard Walker II, 
Jodi Yunckes, Ericka Salinas, Barbara Ma-
her, Donna Housman.

The talented senior athletes were: Doris 
Bittar, William Boehler, Dawn Castellano, 
Gina Catallo, Rosemarie Consiglio, Wendy 
Corlett, William Dietrich, Tara Dowd, 
Leeann Durski, Erin Ellsworth, Michelle 
Gerrity, Mark Hammond, Jennifer Julg, 
Patrick Kiernan, Natalie Klimaszewski, 
Donna Kolakowski, Tony Kous, Robert 
Lozzi, Michelle Mancuso, Kristen McKit-
ish, Cynthia McNerny, Gennaro Nappi Jr., 
David Nash, Jennifer Noble, Mary Shannon 
O'Connor, Keith Pearson, Lillian Pulido, 
Tricia Reagan, Paul Roche, Mary Schnitzer, 
Lynette Smolinski, Mark Tinitigan, Debbie 
Zielinski, Heather Pinsky.  

Nicknames claimed by different class 
members were: Tiny, Twister, Weiner, Ponce, 
Duke, Buker, Meesh, Dasher, Hambone, 
Patches, Jugs, Loucifer, Gnar, Kitty, Pee Wee, 
Red, Ninja, Doy, Kermit, Rockbottom, Satan, 
Spud, Blondie, Bean, The Beast, Caveman, 
Bear, Shaggy.

Carolyn Rosetti and Colleen Graham 
were Co-Valedictorians, and on that memo-
rable Graduation Day for St. Mary Regional 
HS Class of '88, George Michael had the #1 
hit in the U.S with "One More Try." 

Library Card Month

National Life Chain
The annual “National Life Chain” in 

the Diocese of Metuchen will be held on 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2008 from 2:00 
to 3:30 PM. In Sayreville, the location is 
along Washington Road from Sayreville War 
Memorial High School to the Knights of 
Columbus home located at 775 Washington 
Road (or as far as the number of attendees 
will reach) in Parlin. This is a quiet, peace-
ful, prayerful demonstration, which brings 
together people of all faiths and of all ages 
to make a visual statement opposing attacks 
on human life such as abortion. It will be 
held rain or shine, so please dress accord-
ingly. Signs will be available at the Knights 
of Columbus home on Washington Road or 
near the high school. 

September is National Library Card 
Sign-up Month! The Sadie Pope Dowdell 
Library of South Amboy plays a vital role 
in providing the resources to live, learn and 
work; it is a place for opportunity, education 
and lifelong learning.  So, take advantage 
of your community’s resources and see your 
librarian for all your information needs – the 
ultimate search engine!

For more information, contact the 
library at 732-721-6060 or comments@
dowdell.org.  The library’s web page is www.
dowdell.org and free information databases 
are available through the Jerseyclicks icon 
just using your library card number!

The South Amboy Library is adjacent to 
the High School.  Hours are Monday, Tues-
day and Thursday 9 am – 8 pm; Wednesday 
and Friday 9 1m – 5 pm and Saturday from 
10 am to 4 pm.

45 Years Ago
1963-Sayreville War Memorial High 

School selected the following Student 
Council officers: President-Bill Lehnert; 
Vice President-Donna Switzer; Secretary-
Rose Opiola; Treasurer-Joanne Gabel.  The 
Senior Class officers were: President-Rich-
ard Noble; Vice-President-Donna Ziobro; 
Secretary-Dawn Lieb; Treasurer-Sharon 
Chevalier.

PRAYER TO THE BLESSED VIRgIN
(Never known to fail)  Oh, most beautiful flower of 

Mt. Carmel, Fruitful vine, splendor of Heaven, blessed 
Mother of the Son of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist 
me in my necessity.  Oh Star of the Sea, help me 
and show me, herein  you are my mother.  Oh, Holy 
Mary, Mother of God, Queen of Heaven and Earth!  I 
humbly beseech you from the bottom of my heart to 
succor me in this necessity.  There are none that can 
withstand your power.  Oh, show me herein you are 
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee (3 times).  Holy Mary, 
I place this cause in your hands (3 times).  Say this 
prayer for 3 consecutive days.  You must publish  it and 
it will be granted to you.  Thank you.  -H.M.D.
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First Little Fellas League Night game

June 1977-Pictured are the managers, coaches, players, umpires and local dignitaries who 
participated in the first night game under the lights in South Amboy Little Fellas League 
history.  Bottom row (l-r) John Schnyderite, Jay Bauman, Jim Loughlin, Mike Dowling, Billy 
Bright, Billy Paffrath, Bob Schnyderite, Chris Adams.  2nd Row (l-r) John Hensberger, Tom 
Skarzynski, Kevin O'Connell, John Skarzynski, Glenn Munck, Ken Huryk, Jay Letts, ?, 
Sean McCarthy, ?, ?, Ricky Peterson.  3rd Row (l-r) Brian Brinamen, Michael Morris, Paul 
Klimek, Brian Bajkowski, Ron Yaniak, Will O'Leary, Rob O'Brien, Kevin Marmone, ?, Walt 
Therkelsen, Tom Linderoth.  Top row (l-r) Bob Pawlik, Mike Charmello, Benny Kolodziejski, 
Paul Zulin, Ron Masarik, John "Skeets" Skarzynski, Steve Rossi, Woodrow McCarthy, Chet 
Meinzer Jr., William "Doc" O'Leary, Allie Clark, Mayor J. Thomas Cross, Frank "Box" Zebro, 
Tom O'Brien, Chester "Chet" Wortley, Frank Tarallo, Jim "Mushie" Mathisen.
If anyone can identify the three ? marks, please let us know.
(Photo courtesy of Paul Zulin)

Under The Lights
By Tom Burkard

The South Amboy Little Fellas League 
played its first-ever night game in June 1977.  
Woodrow "Woody" McCarthy did an out-
standing job as the MC during the pre-game 
festivities.   Former New York Yankees star, 
Allie Clark, was a featured guest, and said a 
few words to the overflow crowd.  Progres-
sive coach, Jim Campbell was honored for 
his long time service to the league.  The PA 
system was provided by Rotary coach, Tom 
Lewandoski.

The South Amboy Little Fellas League 
officers consisted of Ron Masarik-president; 

Paul Zulin-vice president; Bob Pawlik-
secretary; Tom Dowty-treasurer; Tom 
Kross-trustee.

The first ball was thrown out by Mayor 
J. Thomas Cross, and the umpires were John 
"Skeets" Skarzynski, Frank "Box" Zebro, 
Chester "Chet" Wortley, and Benny "Bud-
niak" Kolodziejski.

Protection defeated Progressive, 9-5 in 
this historical contest.  John "Skeets" Skar-
zynski was the winning pitcher, and received 
plenty of support from Kenny Huryk, who 
belted 2 doubles and a single.  

Help Support Sacred Heart School!

Sacred Heart students gather for Fall Beautification Day on September 5.

The 3rd Thursday of every month is 
Sacred Heart Night at T.G.I. Friday’s on 
Route 9 in Old Bridge.  Bring your family 
in for a meal between 5:00pm and 9:00pm, 
and Sacred Heart will receive 20% of your 

bill – it’s that easy! Simply mention to your 
server that you are there for Sacred Heart 
School.

Our next fundraising night is Thursday, 
October 16.  Invite all your friends, and we’ll 
see you at Friday’s!

Sacred Heart School Rec Club starts off the new school year with bowling at Majestic 
Lanes.
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Members of Our Lady of Victories Alumni Association recently held a benefit car wash for 
St. Peter's Hospital Pediatric Hematology/Oncology Department.  Alumni President Joe 
Kabara and members raised $425.  Great job for a very important cause!  (Photo by Tom 
Burkard)

Did You Know?
South Amboy's Anna Friberg won 3rd 

place at the 2007 Middlesex County Fair for 
the beautiful photo she took of her 3-year old 
granddaughter Anna Sibley.  The picture of 
the youngster was taken as she was riding 
a merry go round horse at a train station in 
Meridian, Mississippi.  Anna won a gold 
ribbon for her outstanding work!  Belated 
congratulations!

Youth Activities 
Fundraiser

The South Amboy Elks Lodge #784 will 
present a cooking show with The Broad-
way Chef on Oct. 7th, 7 p.m., at the South 
Amboy Elks Lodge, 601 Washington Ave., 
South Amboy.

The Pampered Chef fundraiser will 
benefit Youth Activities.  For directions 
and more info call 732-727-7170 or 732-
721-2078. 

Rosary Rally
The Our Lady of Fatima Rosary Rally 

will be held on Oct. 11th at the Gazebo on 
Bordentown Ave. between South Pine Ave. 
& Stevens Ave. from 12 noon to 2 p.m.  
You are invited to come and pray for the 
conversion of our country and peace in the 
world.  For more info, call Rita Priolo at 
732-588-5272.

OLV Senior Meeting  
The OLV Senior Group will hold their 

October meeting on Friday, October 3, 
2008 at 1PM in Monsignor Dalton Hall. In 
keeping with the Fall/Halloween theme for 
the month, all members are asked to wear 
something related to Fall or Halloween. After 
a brief business meeting, light refreshments 
will be served. If there are any questions or 
you would like to become a member, please 
call Teri at (732) 727-7639.

Caption-Sayreville's outstanding young singer, Maggie Bera turns in a superb performance 
of "The Star Spangled Banner" at Community Day.   (Photo by Tom Burkard) 

Talented violinist, Taylor Bernosky of Sayreville practices before her scheduled performance 
at Sayreville's Community Day.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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The South Amboy Elks Lodge #784 recently donated equipment to the South Amboy First 
Aid Squad.  The equipment was purchased with a grant from the Elks National Foundation.  
South Amboy Elks qualified for the grant by meeting the national goal of charitable donations 
per member.  Pictured at the presentation are (l-r) Rob Schaaf, Elks Exalted Ruler, Mike 
Geraltowski and Betty Leveille, of the SA First Aid.  (Photo courtesy of The South Amboy 
Elks)

Sayreville Concert
The Borough of Sayreville's Cultural 

Arts Council will sponsor a concert, "Jerry 
Spathis Sings the Classics (Electrifying, 
Intense and Magical).  Jerry sings Frank 
Sinatra, Dean Martin, Bobby Darin and Jerry 
Vale classics at the Sayreville Senior Center, 
Main St., Sayreville on Thursday, Oct. 2nd, 
starting at 7:30 p.m.  Admission is FREE with 
light refreshments.  All ages are welcome.  
For more info call 732-257-6510. 

Benefit Breakfast 
For MAVIS

MAVIS is a 501 (c)3 non-profit or-
ganization which provides free musical 
instruments and subsidizes music lessons 
for legally blind students in NJ.

On Sept. 28th, the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians of South Amboy will be hosting a 
benefit breakfast at St. Mary's Cafeteria from 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m., and will feature eggs, bacon, 
pancakes, juice, coffee, and more.  Tickets 
cost $8 for adults and $5 for children under 
14.  Please contact Mickey Gross at 732-721-
5031 for tickets and information.

MAVIS has 60-65 students on its ros-
ter.  Cost of instruction and instruments is 
approximately $800 per year, per student.  
Other than nominal expenses such as postage, 
phone bills and office supplies, every penny 
raised and donated goes directly toward pur-
chasing instruments and subsidizing lessons, 
helping to spread "Joy through Music." 

Clark was the first South Amboy native 
to make it to the big leagues in 1947, and as 
a member of the Yankees, played in and won 
the World Series over the Brooklyn Dodgers.  
He pinch hit a single for the now legendary 
Yogi Berra.  Clark also won a World Series 
ring in '48 as a member of the Cleveland 
Indians.  He is one of only two players in 
MLB history to play on a different World 
Series champion in his first two years in the 
bigs.  He still resides in South Amboy.

Johnny and Eddie O'Brien were signed 
as "Bonus Babies" by the Pittsburgh Pirates 
after turning in stellar All-American college 
careers in both basketball and baseball at 
Seattle University.  The O'Briens made major 
league history on May 10, 1953, when they 
started at shortstop and second base at the 
Polo Grounds against the New York Giants.  
They became the first set of identical twins 
to play together in the major leagues.

Jack McKeon has managed the Kansas 
City Royals, Oakland Athletics, San Diego 
Padres, Cincinnati Reds, and most recently 
the Florida Marlins, who shocked the 
baseball experts by beating the New York 
Yankees in the 2003 World Series, with 
McKeon providing the managerial genius.  
Jack became the oldest manager in MLB his-
tory to win the World Series Championship 
by leading his underdog, wild-card team to 
the crown.  McKeon is the only manager in 
baseball history to win over 1,000 games 
in the minor leagues, and also over 1,000 
in the major leagues.

The four greats are returning to South 
Amboy on Saturday, October 18th to attend 
the Cardinal McCarrick/St. Mary's Hall of 
Fame Dinner/Induction Ceremony, and serve 
as special guest speakers.  Clark, the O'Briens 
and McKeon, who were all inducted in 2000, 
will unite to welcome the newest inductees 
into the school's athletic hall-of-fame.

This event should be one of the great-
est in the school's illustrious history.  If you 
haven't bought your tickets yet, you better 
hurry before they are sold out.  Come and see 
these baseball legends close up and personal, 
as they join in the tribute to the new Hall-of-
Famers: Ed Carroll-1929 (Posthumously); 
Nick Charmello-1970; John "Jay" Derent-
1964; John Inmn-1981; Joe Kolakowski-
1975; William "Biff" McKeon-1950; Lisa 
Harrigan Nunez-1986; Matt Sabo-2000; 
Don Szatkowski-Coach (Posthumously); 
Ed Twomey-Coach; John "Jack" Vail-1950; 
Virginia Zaleski Schlegel-1983.

Mark your calendars for "An Evening 
To Remember" Saturday, October 18th.  The 
evening kicks off with Mass at St. Mary 
Church at 6 p.m., and dinner begins at 7:30 
p.m. at the Msgr. Griffin Auditorium.  There 
will also be a Silent Auction.  You certainly 
don't want to miss this great gathering of 
South Amboy's most famous athletes. 

Tickets, if still available, may be pur-
chased for $65 (each), $120 (couple), $600 
(table of 10).  For more information, call 
Maureen Kemble at 732-721-0748 ext. 
243. 

Major Leaguers To 
Return

continued from page 1

Auxiliary Police 
Wanted

The Sayreville Auxiliary Police are 
seeking members to join its volunteer force.  
Interested applicants must be 18 years of 
age or older, be able to pass a criminal 
background check and possess a valid NJ 
drivers license.  If you are interested in a 
future in law enforcement, and have a de-
sire to serve your community, this is a great 
opportunity!  Interested applicants must 
download an application from: http://www.
sayrevillepoliceaux.org or send a letter of 
interest to: Sayreville Police Dept., Attn: 
Auxiliary Police, 1000 Main St., Sayreville, 
NJ 08872.  Please include your full legal 
name, address, phone number, and a brief 
summary about yourself.

U.S. National Parks 
Tour

A trip is being planned to the U.S. 
National Parks in July of 2009.  Santa Fe, 
Mesa Verde, Grand Canyon, Zion, Bryce 
Canyon and Yellowstone all included.  The 
meeting will be held at the South Amboy K 
of C Hall Oct. 9th at 7 p.m.  For info call 
732-525-5303.
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South Amboy Dems Picnic 

The South Amboy Democratic Party held its annual picnic at Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis 
Club.  Pictured (l-r) Former Sayreville Councilman Tom Pollando, South Amboy Councilman 
Mark Noble, South Amboy Councilman Joe Connors, Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski, 
South Amboy Mayor John T. O'Leary, Sayreville Councilman Dennis Grobelny.  

The following were also pictured at the South Amboy Democratic Party's annual picnic.  
Top row (l-r) South Amboy Mayor John T. O'Leary, Perth Amboy Mayor Wilda Diaz, South 
Amboy Business Administrator Camille Tooker.  Bottom row (l-r) June O'Leary, and Christina 
Montorio. 

Photos by Tom Burkard
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Memories

Everyone has great memories of those wonderful days of yesteryear.  How about 
sharing yours with The SA Times readers?  What does this vintage photo remind 
you of?  Let us know at: satimes@aol.com.

South Amboy Memories Of Long Ago Part 1
By Bob Olenczak (Olin)

A recent photo in The SA Times 
prompted my memory to when I was just 
a young lad.  Other than delivering The 
Perth Amboy Evening News, and working 
as a soda jerk in Arky's Pharmacy, my first 
job out of high school (1950) was hauling 
bales of clothing at the Chatham Garment 
Co. from the bottom floor to the top floor 
to get sewn.  We hauled the cut fabric on 
an elevator that was run by muscle power.  
The elevator had a large rope that you had 
to pull to make it go to the second floor.  I 
really don't remember how we got down, 
but I assume it was the same way.  Muscle 
power.  It was dusty, dusty, dusty from the 
cloth.  I do remember the workers drawing 
patterns on the cloth and cutting it with a 
large saw.  I used to walk from upper Feltus 
St. to work every day.  

For some reason, I left the job and 
became a spot welder at Metaline Products 
on the Corner of Feltus & David Streets.  I 
am not sure if it is still there.  At the time I 
was employed there, they were making wire 
racks for magazines, etc.  What a boring job.  
I measured the time of day by looking at the 
light pole outside the window and watching 
the shadow it cast.  Not sure how much I 
made per hour, but I am sure it wasn't much 
compared to today.  Does anyone remember 
the cigar factory that was in the same loca-
tion?  My mother worked there for a while 
during the Depression.  She was fortunate 
to have some income.  My father had a job 
at DuPont in Parlin, where he stayed until 
retirement.  I'm sure he was there for at 
least 40 years.

I graduated from Sacred Heart School 
(1946) and Hoffman High (1950).  We 
were the class that was blown out of school 
instead of graduating.  We did not have any 
final exams, but did have graduation.  The 
school windows were completely blown out 
and we did not go back after the explosion 
in May 1950.  At the time of the explosion, I 
had been working at Arky's, and fortunately 

had the day off.  Why fortunately?  Because 
the front window blew in, which was right 
next to the soda fountain where I would have 
been standing.

When I was younger, we lived at 509 
John St.  Outdoor plumbing, Saturday night 
bath in a wooden tub from water heated on 
the coal stove was part of our life.  No central 
heating, only the stove and a vent in the ceil-
ing to let some heat come up into the second 
floor from the stove below.  Not much heat 
came though.  We ate a lot of duck because 
we all had a (piezinias not sure of spelling) 
better known as feather quilts.  They must 
have been about 2 feet high.  The warmest 
things you could ever imagine during the 
winter months.  Heated bricks wrapped in 
towels for our feet kept them warm.  At night 
during bedtime, a pail was in the hall in the 
event you needed a bathroom break, and did 
not want to go outside, even in the summer.  
Those were the good old days.  We eventu-
ally did get a bathroom with a bathtub inside 
with hot water and a gas furnace.

The street outside the house was dirt, 
and the sand mixer up the block roared, the 
steam trains sounded their whistles coming 
by close to our backyard.  509 John St. was 
at the end of the block right by the tracks, 
where the trains came by to go or come from 
The Roundhouse.  Occasionally, we picked 
some coal that was dropped on the tracks to 
put into our stove.  I also remember the coal 
deliveries with men carrying coal on their 
backs in canvas bags if you did not have a 
way for them to put a slide into a window 
and shovel the coal into your coal bin right 
off the truck.

You had to put out the sign to get ice 
for your ice box.  It cost 15 cents a block.  
They cut it with their ice pick and hauled it 
in the house on their shoulder after putting a 
piece of canvas on to protect their shoulder 
from the cold and wet ice.  They could also 
carry it in with ice tong.  I think my wife 
still has a pair.

continued on page 26

Regatta Winners
South Amboy’s Dowdell Regatta was 

held at the Sadie Pope Dowdell Library 
this summer and it was a race to the finish!  
There were 104 participants who strived to 
have the most library visits.

The three winners were: Lillian Naused, 
Lynn Kasics and Anita Belson, who were 
close-hauled all the way to the finish line.  
Lillian Naused crossed first with thirty-three 
visits and was the grand prize winner of a 
$50 gift certificiate to Barnes & Noble.  The 
runners-up won a 2009 calendar, a quilted bag 
set and candles. The winner of the Downwind 
Spinnaker Leg was Kathleen O’Leary, who 
won a Pilates guide.

Polinski Retirement 
Dinner

After 48 years of dedication as an 
educator in St. Mary's Elementary and St. 
Mary's/Cardinal McCarrick High School, 
Mrs. Jeanne Polinski is retiring.  She has 
touched so many students and parents over 
the years.  

Jeanne's retirement dinner will be held 
on Sunday, Sept. 28th from 2-6 p.m. at The 
Forge in Woodbridge.  The cost is $50 per 
person and includes buffet dinner and a gift.   
There will be a cash bar.  For tickets call 
732-721-0748, ext. 243. 
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Ed O'Connor and his wife Anna Mae O'Connor enjoyed bicycle riding on a recent beautiful 
day at Waterfront Park.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Borough of Sayreville's Recreation Director Jerry Ust (r), and Bill Tumbleson, Chairman of 
the Recreation Advisory Board (l) took a break from a very busy schedule at the Sayreville 
Community Day.  (Photo by Tom Burkard)
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Changes & 
Construction 

over the 
Summer

(Photos by Tom Burkard) 

The antiquated Hole-In-The-Wall, located in the Mechanicsville section of South Amboy, 
had a recent upgrade with bright new lights installed.

New Jersey Transit's new multi-level rail cars, which received praise from Assemblyman 
John S. Wisniewski, are shown by the Water Works, prior to arriving at the South Amboy 
Train Station. 

Additions and work being done on the rear section of Sayreville War Memorial High 
School.

Excavation is nearly complete on O'Leary Blvd. and Keenan Way near the entrance to 
Waterfront Park, where the new Bayview Point Town House Complex will be built.

A new center island is being constructed on 
Main Street in South Amboy.>
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The friends and family of the Cash 4 Gold business are pictured at the Raritan Bay Seafood 
Festival on Sept. 7th.  

The Remax Best Realty Cheerleaders!!!
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Rock 'N' Roll Hall of Famer, Felix Cavaliere, who starred for The Young Rascals/The Rascals 
in the 60's, and currently tours with Felix Cavaliere's Rascals is pictured recently in concert 
at Long Branch, NJ.  Felix and Steve Cropper have released a new album, "Nudge It Up 
A Notch."  (Photo by Tom Burkard)

Musical genius, Brian Wilson another Rock 'N' Roll Hall of Famer, who was the driving force 
behind the fabulous Beach Boys, has recently released a new solo album, "That Lucky Old 
Sun."  He is pictured above at a PNC Center concert in September 2000.  (Photo from the 
Tom Burkard Archives)

50’s/60’s Dance
Fifties and Sixties dance at Our Lady 

of Victories, Main St. Sayreville. Saturday, 
Oct. 4,

7:00-11:00 PM.  $15 in advance, $18 at 
the door includes coffee/cake/snacks.  Cash 
bar. Dance to DJ Tony V. Dress for the fifties 
or come as you are. Contact Barbara @732-
254-1676 ext. 365

#1 Pop Hits On 
Sept. 20th
2000-Music-Madonna
1995-Gangstas Paradise-Coolio
1981-Endless Love-Diana Ross & Lionel 
Richie
1977-Best Of My Love-The Emotions
1968-People Got To Be Free-The Rascals
1959-The Three Bells-The Browns

#1 Country Hits On 
Sept. 20th
1993-Ain't Goin' Down-Garth Brooks
1983-Night Games-Charley Pride
1970-For The Good Times-Ray Price
1965-Is It Really Over?-Jim Reeves
1958-Bird Dog-The Everly Brothers

One Hit Wonders
25 Years Ago

1983-Pass The Dutchie-Musical Youth; 
Come On Eileen-Dexy's Midnight Run-
ners; After The Fire-Der Kommissar; She 
Blinded Me With Science-Thomas Dolby; 
Too Shy-Kajagoogoo; Puttin' On The Ritz-
Taco; Far From Over-Frank Stallone; In A 
Big Country-Big Country; Major Tom-Peter 
Schilling; I Know There's Something Going 
On-Frida.

Music Trivia
"good"
By Tom Burkard

1.__Good Lovin a.Jimmy Jones
2.__For The Good Times b.Billy Joel
3.__Only The Good Die Young c.The Knack
4.__Good Thing d.Tony Bennett
5.__Good Girls Don't e.The Young Rascals
6.__The Good Life f.Danny O'Keefe
7.__Good Morning Starshine g.Elton John
8.__Good Time Charlie's Got The Blues h.The Carpenters
9.__Good Timin' i.Oliver
10._Good Vibrations j.Fine Young Cannibals
11._Goodbye Cruel World k.Adam Ant
12._Good Luck Charm l.Elvis Presley
13._Goodbye Yellow Brick Road m.Ray Price
14._Goody Two Shoes n.James Darren
15._Goodbye To Love o.The Beach Boys
Answers
1e 2m 3b 4j 5c 6d 7i 8f 9a 10o 11n 12l 13g 14k 15h.
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Congratulations to many of our local players for winning the Middlesex  County Men's 
Sunday Softball League title.  The team was sponsored by Stone Harbor Pools.  This team 
beat out 19 other teams throughout the summer to win the best of 3 series championship 
at Warren Park in Perth Amboy on Aug. 17th.  Players are top row (l-r) Tracy Chodkiewicz, 
Gary Colfer, Matt Ryan, Travis McCray, Steve Lopez, Eddie Fulham, Juan Barnes, Bob 
Prusakowski.  Bottom row (l-r) Mike Walker, Jim Jimenez, Patrick Kiernan, Pat Walsh, Gary 
Knoblock, Chuck Prusakowski. (Photo courtesy of Matt Ryan)

Sports
By Tom Burkard

Super Return
Bill Parsons Jr., who did not pick up 

a bowling ball in two years, was asked to 
substitute for his sister Renee Parsons' team 
in a bowling league at Carolier Lanes in North 
Brunswick.  In his very first game out of 
retirement, Bill fired a 254 with 7 consecu-
tive strikes, and followed that with games 
of 202, 204, and 225.  Amazing!  Parsons' 
254 game was just 1 pin short of tying his 
career best game.  After his super return, he 
stated that, "It was by far and away, the best 
set I have had in my 20 years in the sport."  
Congratulations, Bill!

Pro Wrestling Benefit

Kevin Mulvey

Mulvey: Successful 
Year At Rochester

Parlin's Kevin Mulvey completed his 
first full season with the Rochester Red 
Wings in the International League, a Min-
nesota Twins' AAA affiliate.  The talented 
right-handed pitcher led the team in games 
started-27; innings pitched-148 (11th in 
League); strikeouts-121 (Tied for 10th in 
League); and was second in ERA for start-
ing pitchers with a 3.77 (9th in League).  
He allowed 152 hits, while finishing with 
7 wins and 9 losses.  Kevin should be in 
Spring Training at Fort Meyers, Florida with 
the Twins in 2009.

Frog Hollow 
Swimming & Diving

Frog Hollow Swim & Tennis Club's 
swimming & diving team turned in another 
fine season under fourth-year coach Geor-
gann Tice.  Maureen McKenna competes in 
the 15-18 age group, and is an assistant coach.  
Shannon McKenna and Rachel Abadie are 
also assistant coaches.

A highlight for the Club this summer 
was hosting the NJ Swimming & Diving 
Conference Championship. 

The roster consists of the following tal-
ented athletes: Steve Deleo, Matt Zebrowski, 
Jay Zebrowski, Anna Kottakis, Robert Seraji, 
Celia Kottakis, Ryan Behr, Rachel Lutz, 
Luke McNally, Megan O'Donnell, Kieran 
Lenahan, Derek Astarita, Tara Lenahan, 
Paul Tomaszewski, Mike Astarita, Haley To-
maszewski, Sydney Devoe, Ryan Behr, Jane 
Pruszkowski, Aubrey Deleo, Rob Masterson, 
Sonny Gottstine, Skyler Lutz, Taylor Fried-
man, Lizzie Hogan, Zach Kazsmarek, Louise 
McCrone, Brandon Hornlein, Joe Gottstine, 
Arek Moczulski, Ethan Dobrynski, Savan-
nah Januzzi, Grace McCrone, Alyxa Olsen, 
Rebecca Tomaszewski, Jackie Deleo, Nick 
Coletrella, Kaspar Moczulski, Pat Astarita, 
Emily Kaczmarek, Riley O'Brien, Aubrey 
Deleo, Ethan Dobrynski.  Eva Kottakis is 
the youngest swimmer at 4-years old.

National Wrestling Superstars will 
present a night of excitement to benefit 
the Sayreville Leprechauns, Columbian 
Squires, and Boy/Cub Scout Troop 97 at 
the Sayreville K of C Victorian Hall, 775 
Washington Rd., Parlin, on Fri., Oct. 3rd 
starting at 7:45 p.m.

The benefit will feature wrestling su-
perstars Raven, Ox Baker, and a handful of 
stars from Sayreville including Slayer, Ryan 
Rumble and former Jersey Shore champion 
Nicky Oceans, who is currently one half of 
the NWS tag team champions along with 
Mr. Motion Shane Taylor.  They will defend 
their title against Damian Adams and Josh 
Daniels.

Tickets are $19 adults; $16 children 
and seniors, and are available at the K of C 
during club hours, and the following local 
businesses: Mo's Barber Shop; TJ's Pizza; 
Minit Mart; Villaggio's Pizza.  To charge 
tickets by phone call NWS box office at 
732-888-1704.

This Issue
is Dedicated

in Memory of

Dennis Coyle
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From The Sports Archives
The Local Sports Memory Machine By Tom Burkard

glory Days In 
Local Sports

T.H.E. 
Game

1949-Bill's Tap Room won the Sayreville Softball League championship.  Pictured bottom 
row (l-r) Steve Budny, Bill Miara Jr., W. Markulic, ?, "Mooney" Popowski, Julius Szkodny, 
manager Joe "Skinny" Kupsch.  Top row (l-r) ?, Ed Dusko, ?, "Moxie" Bailey, ?, ?, Ralph 
Rupp, ?, sponsor Bill Miara, Phillips.  Can anyone identify the ? marks?  (Photo and names 
courtesy of Bonnie Downs) 

1943-Sayreville's football 
team nipped Washington from 
Warren County, 7-6, on Thanks-
giving Day, as Johnny Johansen 
kicked the game-winning extra 

point.  Buddy Woods fired a 
20-yard touchdown pass to Ru-
fus Anderson to tie the contest.  

1955-St. Mary's baseball club ripped Red 
Bank Catholic, 6-1.  Winning pitcher, Bill 
Walton fired a 5-hitter and fanned 7.  Joe 
Bucko and Joe Matarangolo drilled 2 hits 
apiece. 1964-Dennis Dzergoski fanned 7, 
fired a 2-hit shutout to lead Sayreville to a 
6-0 victory over South River.  John Giannos 
stroked 2 hits, John Karlowitz had 2 RBI, 
and Paul Slovik 1 RBI.  1971-Coach Tom 
Otto's Eagles fell to Gloucester Catholic, 
2-1 in the South Jersey Parochial B final.  
Dan MacKay doubled and scored on an 
error in the 1st inning.  Jim Shannon fired 
a beautiful 4-hitter, but took the tough set-
back.  1984-Kevin Gorczyca's 3-run double 
in the bottom of the 7th gave the Governors 
a thrilling 7-6 victory over Green Brook.  
John "Skeets" Skarzynski fired a 5-hitter 
and struck out 10 for the win.  Pete Smith 
laced a 2-run single, and Scott Gumprecht 
belted a double and triple.

1996-Hoffman girls softball team 
nipped New Brunswick 14-13.  Tina Bab-
bino had 2 hits and 5 RBI, Kristen English 
belted a triple and drove in 3, as Coach Rich 
Klein won his 250th game (250-66) for the 
Lady Guvs.  2001-South Amboy girls' soccer 
squad pounded New Brunswick, 8-0.  Regan 
Rone blasted home 5 goals, Melissa Poulsen 
1, Heather Letts 1, and Amy Haug 1.  

Sport-Boys Soccer
Year-1993
Teams-St. Mary's vs. Piscataway 

Tech
Recap-In an unbelievable performance, 

Eagles' junior, Mike Russo went on a scoring 
rampage and set a new St. Mary's single game 
record, by nailing 9 goals.  He also notched 
2 assists to lead the Blue & Gold to a 13-1 
rout over Tech.  Leo McCabe contributed 2 
goals, Dan Krulikowski 1 goal and 3 assists, 
and Jay Lucas 1 goal.

MVP-Record setter, Mike Russo.

20 Years Ago
1988-New Singles and Doubles cham-

pions were crowned in the South Amboy 
Recreation Department's Horseshoe Cham-
pionships.  In the Singles Division, Mike 
Kelly Sr. defeated Tom "Tippy" Hessner 
21-8 and 21-15 to cop the crown.  The 
dynamic Doubles team of Bill O'Leary and 
Bob Carew won the championship by beat-
ing Ted Pavlonnis and Tom Burkard, 21-17, 
and 21-15. 

Big game
1982-Hoffman won its 5th straight CVC 

title for Coach Reggie Carney, by nipping 
Monroe, 1-0 in 12 innings.  Frank Wahler's 
single drove in Joe Przybylski with the win-
ning run.  John Mulligan was the winning 
pitcher in relief of John "Skeets" Skarzynski, 
who pitched 10 innings, allowed 6 hits, and 
struck out 5.  Dave Meads, who went on to 
play Major League Baseball ball, struck out 
19 for Monroe.  Mulligan had 4 of the Guvs' 
6 hits in the contest.  

Were You There?
July 20, 1965-The South Amboy Babe 

Ruth League sponsored a bus trip to Yankee 
Stadium to see the Yankees vs. the Red Sox.  
Although we sat in the upper deck in left field, 
it was a game some of us will never forget.  
The battle was most memorable because 
Yankee pitcher, Mel Stottlemyre blasted an 
inside-the-park grand slam home run, an 
extremely rare accomplishment.  

Joe "Jesko" Jaskowiak, our California 
correspondent with a photographic memory 
was a talented catcher with the Mechan-

icsville team back then, and said, "I can 
still remember "Yaz" (Carl Yastrzemski) 
running after the ball and looking over his 
shoulder to see where Stottlemyre was.  
Stottlemyre had to slide to score."  "Jesko" 
also remembered the exact date of the game.  
South Amboy City Council President, Fred 
Henry also recalled being at the game, and 
he said that, "Jim Gosger of Boston led off 
with a home run."

*If you played in the SA Babe Ruth 
League back in '65, and were at that game, 
and remember it, let us know.  Thanks.

Clayton's Big game
1978-Hoffman's Bob Clayton had an 

unbelievable game most athletes can only 
dream about.  Clayton sparkled in all phases 
of the game, leading the Guvs to a 26-1 wipe 
out over Jamesburg.  He was the winning 
pitcher, firing a brilliant 2-hitter, while strik-
ing out 10.  In addition, Bob excelled at bat, 
by unloading a 3-run homer, while scoring 
5 runs and racking up 6 RBI.

20 Years Ago
Downzie's II Wins Title
1988-Downzie's II captured the South 

Amboy Men's Slow Pitch Softball League 
championship by sweeping two straight 
games from Olde Towne Deli, 11-5 and 
7-3.  

The champions, after finishing (10-11) 
regular season, caught fire, and reeled off 
5 consecutive playoff victories in route to 
the title.

John Kaboski, the late and beloved 
ace pitcher for Downzie's, was selected the 
M.V.P. of the title series.  In addition to his 
standout pitching, he turned in many fielding 
gems, halting Olde Towne rallies, and also 
went 4-for-5 at the plate in 2 games.  Bob 
Howarth's towering home run to deep center 
put Downzie's on top for good in Game 2.

The champs got plenty of hitting in the 
series from Wally Nebus who went 5-for-7, 
and player-manager, Fred Henry who stung 
the ball for a 4-for-7 clip.

Downzie's II championship roster fea-
tured the following:  Jon "Poncho" O'Connor, 
Joe Noble, Al Sorrentino, Jack Conlon, Ed 
O'Connor, Gary Shereyka, Jack O'Connor, 
John Metz, Joe Malanga, Paul Higgins, 
Kaboski, Henry, Howarth, Nebus.

Olde Towne finished the regular season 
with a (17-4) mark, tied for the best in the 
league with McCormack Aggregates.

30 Years Ago
1978-Hoffman High Coach Tony Gon-

salves' boys soccer team was the only one in 
the county that featured 3 pairs of brothers.  
The Purple & Gold brothers were: Mark and 
Frank Wahler; John and Roy Dragotta; Tom 
and John Mulligan.

South Amboy A.A. 
Sluggers

1949-The South Amboy A.A. baseball 
championship team of the Interboro League 
had 3 players in the final Top 20 for the 
League batting title.  Reggie Carney finished 
tied for 2nd with a .426 batting average, while 
teammates Frank "Skip" Minnick was 4th 
with a .406, and Johnny "Jack" O'Brien was 
12th with a .356 mark.

30 Years Ago
1978-Sayreville's Beth Newman fin-

ished with a superb (22-2), the best record 
in the school's history for girls tennis.  Mary 
Lynn Sollecito was (15-7), the doubles team 
of Debbie Mannell and Jackie Saltzman 
was (14-6).  Other members of Coach Sue 
Maurer's talented team included Karyn 
Frezzi, Dawn Locklin, Lucia Sollecito, Darci 
DeWorth, and Dawn Sutter.  The Bombers 
lost in the county tourney to JFK, 4-1, and 
in the states, to Middletown South, 4-1.

Sayreville 
Leprechauns

1990-The Sayreville Leprechauns 
Midgets Pop Warner Football League team 
remained unbeaten, as it trounced East 
Brunswick, 20-0.  Craig Nalitt ran for 2 
touchdowns of 3 yards and 50 yards.  Pat 
Walsh scored on a 1-yarder, and Rich Sauer 
kicked 2 extra points.

1968-This vintage Hoffman baseball photo shows (l-r) Coach John Zdanewicz, Curt Wood, 
Bob Keegan, and Leo Dohan.

Coyle Remembered
Dennis Coyle, 55 of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 11.  He was a successful business-
man as owner of Dennis J. Coyle Builder 
in Sayreville for 30 years.  Dennis was a 
fine football player, and quarterback of the 
Sayreville Bombers varsity team in 1971.  
Coyle went on to become an outstanding 
coach for many years of the O.L.V. girls 
and boys youth basketball program.  He 
also coached the AAU girls' basketball team, 
and the Sayreville Leprechauns Pop Warner 
football team years ago.  He was a really 
good guy and will be missed.

Diamond Dust
1950's South Amboy Little League (Playoff 
Final)
 Hollywood Sales 4 First Aid 2-Winning 
pitcher Jack Seaman struck out 15, and 
Bernie Chlebowski slugged a 2-run game-
winning homer.
1950's South Amboy Men's Softball 
League-
Lagoda's 6 Render's Caslo 2-Stan Kow-
alewski blasted a 2-run homer, and Ed 
Dunham was the winning pitcher.  Russ 
Falk took the loss.
1964 Sayreville Little League
Zagata's 8 VFW 0-Winning pitcher Joe Gabel 
fired a 1-hitter, struck out 15, and also ripped 
3 hits including a 3 run homer.
1966 South Amboy Little Fellas All-Stars
South Amboy NL 7 Carteret NL 0-Joe Graber 
was the winning pitcher, with a 3 1/3 inning 
no-hitter because of the 7-run mercy rule.  
Danny Jones belted 2 doubles.
1970 Morgan Midgets All-Stars
Morgan 4 South River 2-Tom Weinman 
was the winning pitcher.  Ken Spiecker 
contributed 2 hits.
1974 South Amboy Little Fellas League
Lions 9 K of C 5-Winning pitcher Ken 
Krasowski struck out 12.

Morgan Panthers
1998-The Morgan Panthers Junior Pee 

Wees topped the Port Reading Saints 12-0, 
on a 50-yd. TD run by John Monaco, and 
Shayne Thomas scored a touchdown on a 
blocked punt.  The Midgets team also won, 
26-12 as Junior Jabbe scored 3 touchdowns, 
1 on an interception.  Keith Simpkins also 
scored a TD, and Joe Corcione kicked an 
extra point.

Babe Ruth Champs
1987-Mechanicsville Fire Co., managed 

by Bob Moglia captured the South Amboy 
Babe Ruth League championship.  Moglia's 
coaches included: Doug Christensen, Bob 
Wisniewski, Tony Marrazzo and Harry 
Barna.  The players were: Jim Coble, Brian 
Wanko, Gary Coble, Craig Olah, Jessie 
Anstett, Eric Kayser, David O'Connor, Kevin 
Zebro, John Brown, Brian Christensen, Keith 
Erickson, Tim Moglia, Walter Schuck, Steve 
Pappa, Joe Guzzi.
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WWW.?

Does this place look familiar to you?  It should 
because it is located in either South Amboy 
or Sayreville.  Please e-mail your answers 
to: satimes@aol.com.

Winners
Last month's mystery picture, contrib-

uted by Ken Rogers of South Amboy, was a 
great shot of the railroad/train bridge/tressel, 
also known as the Raritan River Railroad 
Bridge, which was located between George 
and Leffert Streets, directly over South Feltus 
St. in South Amboy.  No one knows for a 
fact what was being transported, but several 
contestants guessed that the train was trans-
porting to Du Pont, Hercules, National Lead, 
Sunshine Biscuits or Sanitary Fuels.

Congratulations to the winners: Chris 
Olender, Anna Leathers, Mary Ann Mata-
rangolo, Alex "Jocko" Jakimowicz, Ralph 
Lauro, Joe Madeline, Marian Mills, W. 
Tom Kross, Rich "Ish" Ambroziak, Bill 
Madeline, Tommy McIntyre, Bill Parsons, 
Robert Martenak, Mary Agnes Morris, Es-
telle Pluskota, Bob Olenczak (Olin), Claire 
Kuhn, Mark Herdman, Ray Marczak and 
Don Zrebiec

Note: Mary Agnes Morris was also 
a winner in the July contest, in which a 
record-setting number of entrants correctly 
identified Howard Johnson's on Route 9 in 
Parlin.

Hey Tommy,
It was great seeing you again at the 10th 

Annual HGHHS All Class Reunion, and the 
pictures of the Reunion in the August paper 
were plentiful and great!  When I received 
my copy of the paper, it was the same as 
always-very enjoyable to read from cover 
to cover, with great articles from the current 
and past.  I especially look forward to reading 
Elaine Scott's great articles each and every 
month.  She has such great writing ability 
and her nostalgic articles bring back such 
great vivid memories.  

I can easily identify this month's mystery 
photo.  It is the old Raritan River Railroad 
bridge, which was located on South Feltus 
St. between Leffert and George Streets.

Speaking of great memories, I grew up 
playing stickball under that bridge every day 
when the weather was good, along with my 
friends, Larry Kurzawa, Lenny Ambroziak, 
Eugene Kaboski, Jo Jo & Johnny Tarallo and 
other kids who lived in the neighborhood.  
Also, I believe the train made 2 runs a day, 
one in the morning, and one in the early 
evening, and it used to run down by the old 
Babe Ruth field by the SA waterfront.

Take care, Tommy.  Keep those presses 
hot & running for many, many more years, 
and yes, your newspaper definitely is PRICE-
LESS!!!

Best Regards,
Al "Jocko" Jakimowicz
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Monroe Twp., NJ 

Dear Tom,
Just a note to say hello and acknowl-

edge that my high school class of 1953 
from Sayreville High School celebrated its 
55th reunion on Sept. 13th.  Unfortunately, 
I couldn't attend, but send my very best to 
all of my classmates.

Regards,
Don Pekarsky
(Formerly of Sayreville)
Miami, FL

Tom,
Although I have been out of touch for 

awhile, I have seen several articles from your 
newspaper, and enjoyed them very much.  
Prior to this time, I have gotten some articles 
from Jerry Drill, or Teddy Wallace sends 
them to my sister Mary who relays them to 
me.  There are more people interested than 
you might think.  

Our address and $20 check is on the way.  
I'm sure it will be worth every penny.  

Keep up the good work!
Rick Ferguson
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Alabama

Tom, 
The Aug. issue picture is the old Raritan 

River R/R overpass.  I would like to have a 
dollar for every trip under that bridge while 
sleigh riding all the way from Bordentown 
Ave. down Feltus St. and under the bridge.  
The city used to close off Feltus St. to car 
traffic all the way from Bordentown Ave. up 
to Protection Engine Co. as cars could not 
usually climb the hills in a good snowstorm.  
If we were lucky, and it was a good packed 
icy road, you could make it all the way from 
Bordentown Ave. under the bridge, and just 
about up the hill to Henry St. to make a right 
turn and go down Henry to the corner of Pine 
& Henry where I was born and raised.  Also 
shared many good "stickball" games on the 
wall of that bridge-many a broom handle or 
mop handle found its way to be put to good 
use under that bridge.  

Thanks for the memories,
Robert Martenak
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Hi Tom,
I enjoyed your article/interview about 

Joe Rudy last month.  He was an outstand-

ing athlete, a friend, and softball teammate 
of mine, but I must refute a few remarks 
impugning my alma mater, St. Mary's.

The interview implies that in Joe's 4 
years, 1950-53, the Bombers never lost to 
the Eagles.  That is not true!  In the 49-50 
season, Joe's freshman year, we split, and did 
the same in 50-51.  All of those games were 
played on Sayreville's home court.  In 49-50, 
we lost the first game, but prevailed in the 
second game and won by 5 points.  I know 
this for a fact, because I was fortunate enough 
to score the last 5 points in that game.

In the 50-51 season, both schools 
went on to play in the state finals at the old 
Elizabeth Armory as did South River.  Both 
Sayreville and South River won, beating 
Verona and Woodrow Wilson, respectively, 
but we lost in our championship game to St. 
Mary's of Elizabeth.  They were led by their 
point guard, Hubie Brown, who went on to 
play and coach in the NBA.

The 1951 Bomber championship team 
lost 3 games that season, not 2 as your article 
states, the losses were to Carteret 61-40; 
St. Peter's 55-51; and to St. Mary's Eagles, 
45-40.  I still have the tournament program 
from that memorable year if anyone cares 
to see it.

Perhaps it was only the 52 and 53 seasons 
Joe was citing when he noted, "We beat St. 
Mary's every time we played them."

George Spiecker
St. Mary's, Class of '52
Morgan

Dear Tom,
At the risk of being repetitious of other 

subscribers who compliment you monthly, 
I'm renewing my subscription for $20, which 
is a GREAT BARGAIN!

As a graduate of Hoffman HS Class of 
1951, it's really nice to reminisce as your 
sports articles recall classmates and friends 
(Billy Bouchard, Charlie Koerner, John 
"Skeets" Skarzynski, even Luke Lenahan 
as our opponent at St. Mary's).

Current articles frequently are of chil-
dren of friends for example, Chris Richmond, 
who is the son of Bruce and Ann (Dowdell) 
Richmond.

Regarding current sports news, as an 
avid Mets fan, I was so looking forward 
to seeing Kevin Mulvey at Mets Spring 
Training as we are 30 minutes away from 
Port St. Lucie while in Florida, Jan.-April.  
I would never have known about him if 
it weren't for you.  Needless to say, I was 
very disappointed when he was included 
in the trade for Santana, but I'm glad to see 
you keeping us posted on his career.  In the 
July issue, it was nice to see Lois Morriss in 
the Rotary Club picture.  She and Bob are 
longtime Lambertson family friends.  We 
had so many Friday night dinners at Clare 
and Coby's.

So, thanks for the great job you and 
your staff do.  The SA Times offers me 
many memories each month, even as it's 
forwarded to us in Florida, where I share it 
with Sayreville friends there.

Sincerely,
Barbara (Lambertson) Boosmann
(Formerly of South Amboy)

Dear Tom,
Don't ever give up being the publisher/

editor of The SA Times.  You are so good at 
what you do.  You take people down memory 
lane every month.  Your newspaper is the 
greatest, and I certainly look forward to 
receiving it every month.  When I receive it, 
everything stops until I read each and every 
page.  Keep up the good work as you bring 
so much pleasure to all of us who subscribe 
to your wonderful paper.

Enclosed you will find my check for $20 
for another year of good reading.

God bless you and your staff!
Marian Gendlek

(Formerly of South Amboy)
Old Bridge

Dear Tom,
Received your August issue and 

thoroughly enjoyed reading it from cover 
to cover.  Especially enjoyed the article 
"Polish Good Times In South Amboy" Part 
1.  Henny The DJ really wrote a wonderful 
piece.  We are looking forward to Part 2, 
The Polish Hop.

When we first moved to Virginia nearly 
15 years ago, a name ending in SKI was very 
unusual, however Polish names are more and 
more common now.  The one thing missing 
here is Polish food.  Fortunately, my mother-
in-law, Mary Lytkowski, was the best Polish 
cook on Main St. in Sayreville, and taught 
me how to make all the wonderful Polish 
dishes and I still do.  We can find kielbasa, 
and pierogi here, the kind you buy at the 
supermarket, however, you can never find 
old fashioned rye bread, hard rolls, crumb 
buns, and jelly donuts here.

Therefore, we have to import them.  
When Christa, our daughter that is married 
to Bob Leslie's son visits, it has to be with 
bags and bags of baked goods from the Polish 
bakeries.  Also, when our son Robert, who 
lives in the Detroit area, near Hamtramack, 
Michigan, visits, he packs rings of kielbasa 
in his suitcase.  The same goes for our other 
2 children who live in a Polish area outside 
of Chicago, and near Bordentown, NJ where 
there are many Hungarian bakeries.

We love living here in Virginia, but 
do sorely miss the wonderful Polish food 
that was so popular when we grew up in 
Sayreville and shopped in Sayreville and 
South Amboy.

This article was a wonderful piece of 
nostalgia and sent me to the kitchen to cook.  
Hello to everyone back there in Sayreville 
and South Amboy.

Carol and Bob Lytkowski
(Formerly of Sayreville)
Virginia

continued on page 20
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Tom,
Please renew my subscription.  Best 

wishes and keep up the good work!
Rich "Ish" Ambroziak
(Formerly of South Amboy/Sayre-

ville)

Hey Tom,
Your WWW? for last month almost 

brought a tear to my eye.  It was something 
I never thought I'd see again.  It's the Raritan 
River Railroad Bridge crossing over South 
Feltus St. between George and Leffert 
Streets.

Great work on the paper as always, 
Tom!

Bill Parsons
South Amboy

Hi Tom,
Almost wrote about Howard Johnson's 

last month.  Thought I would about this 
month's WWW.?  photo, as it was one of 
my favorite spots.  It is the bridge over the 
bottom of Feltus St.  Now I understand it is 
defunct.  It was a great place to play stick-
ball.  It probably still is now that the bridge 
is gone, except you will lose more balls 
that way.  I broke my arm at the bottom of 
the hill on my bicycle at about the age of 8.  
The bottom of the hill was the end of a great 
sleigh ride, when they closed off Feltus St.  
The photo is facing up towards Bordentown 
Ave., where we started the sleigh ride down.  
The driveway on the right was the entrance 
to Public Service Electric & Gas , so the cars 
in the photo are off loading natural gas into 
the tanks at PSE&G.  Of course, the train 
could be on its way either to or from the 
Roundhouse.  Our first home on 509 John St. 
had the backyard right by the railroad tracks 
and we could see the tanks from there.

Hope I got it all correct.
Sincerely,
Bob Olenczak (Olin)
California

Dear Tom,
Please send the paper to my son and 

family.  They just moved from Sayreville.  I 
am a subscriber and love this newspaper!

Anna Seaman
(Formerly of Sayreville/South Am-

boy)
Virginia

Gentlemen,
Enclosed is my check for another year 

of subscription to my FAVORITE NEWSPA-
PER, The South Amboy-Sayreville Times.  
Every issue is full of the stuff I love to read.  
This month's item by Art Draper was great!  
He was a good friend of my brother Tim 
Sullivan.  The David Street Gang, Higgins' 
Roots, Polish Good Times.  Faffers is my 
favorite.

Thanks again for a GREAT NEWSPA-
PER, and I always look forward to it!

Kathleen Wetzel
(Formerly of South Amboy)
Florida

Editor,
Last month's issue of The SA Times 

newspaper covering the story of Jack & 
Vince O'Higgins visiting their fore fathers 
homeland of Ireland, was very interesting 
and educational.  I enjoyed the fact that their 
Irish ancestry history originated from Sligo 
County, Connacht Province, Ireland.  In 
1860, my great grandfather Patrick Thomas 
McKeon came from the same area of Ireland 
and settled in beautiful South Amboy, NJ.

Bill McKeon
(Formerly of South Amboy/Sayre-

ville)
Indiana

continued from page 19

Colonel Randall King, Commander of the 177th Fighter Wing, issues the oath of office 
to Lieutenant Colonel Jack O'Connell as his father, James O'Connell, and uncle George 
Hackett (r) look on.

Lieutenant Colonel Jack O'Connell is congratulated by his father, James O'Connell (l) and 
uncle, George Hackett, as the 177th Fighter Wing Commander, Colonel Randall King, and 
Command Chief Michael Francis look on.

O’Connell Back To Iraq

Football Stadium Dedicated

South Amboy City Council President 
Fred Henry announced at the August 20th 
council meeting that Third Ward Councilman 
Jack O’Connell has been ordered to active 
duty in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
and will be taking a military leave of absence 
effective August 24th through March of 
2009.  Councilman O’Connell, who also 

serves as a reserve officer of the Air Force 
and holds the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, will 
be deploying to Baghdad, Iraq to serve as a 
policy advisor on the staff of Multi-National 
Force Iraq (MNF-I) Commanding General, 
David H. Petraeus. This will be O’Connell’s 
fourth deployment since 2004 and third tour 
with the MNF-I.

45 Years Ago
1963-The Sayreville War Memorial HS 

football stadium was officially dedicated at 
the season opener against Madison Town-
ship.  

Principal Henry Counsman was the 
master of ceremonies, and did a fabulous 
job introducing the speakers.  Dr. Richard 
Pollack, Superintendent of Schools gave 
the welcoming address, and was followd 
by Rev. Ladislaus Madura of St. Stanislaus 
R.C. Church.  Vince Abbatiello, Assistant 
Superintendent of Schools, spoke on the 
development of football at both the original 
high school, and the current one.  He was 
the school's first varsity football coach in 
history.

The honor guard from the Sayreville 
V.F.W. participated in the ceremony, and 
raised the American flag over the field, and 
presented an 18-gun salute.  The high school 
band played "The Star Spangled Banner," 
and "America The Beautiful."  The dedica-
tion program concluded with Benediction, 
which was given by Rev. Gustav Weusterfeld 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the 
Messiah.

The Bombers football team played 
outstanding football, and made it a perfect 
day, as they belted Madison Township, 25-13 
before a crowd of over 3,000.  

Junior quarterback, John Karlowitz 
scored the first TD on the new field early in 
the first quarter, making it 6-0 Bombers.  He 
also intercepted a pass in the same stanza, 
and returned it to the Madison 3 yard line.  
Mike Fischer raced in from the 3 for a TD, 
and Karlowitz fired a pass to Larry Wallace 
for the extra point, making it 13-0.    Madison 

scored, and it was 13-6 after the first.  The 
second and third quarters were scoreless, 
but Coach Homer Dill's Blue & Gray club 
went to work in the fourth frame.  Karlowitz 
hit Stanley Gutkowski with a 35-yd. pass, 
moving Sayreville to the Spartans 14.  Don 
Andrejewski gained 6 yards, and Bill Lehnert 
broke loose for an 8-yard TD run, upping the 
score to 19-6.  Madison scored and it was 
19-13.  The hustling Bombers put the game 
out of reach when Wallace blocked a punt 
on the Spartans 44.  Nine plays later, John 
McCarthy bulldozed to a 10-yd. touchdown, 
for the final score, 25-13.
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Kiddies Corner

Molly O'Connor is pretty as a picture as 
she enjoyed the activities at the Annual 
Raritan Bay Seafood Festival with her 
proud grandfather, Rick O'Connor.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

Music At St. Mary's
Music at St. Mary's begins its 8th 

exciting season on Sunday, Sept. 21st at 4 
p.m. at St. Mary's Church with a concert by 
Christopher M.C. Deibert performing solo 
on the organ and harpsichord.  Deibert is the 
resident organist at St. Mary's Church.

Organist Pam Momyer will be featured 
in concert on Oct. 19th at 4 p.m.  She is the 
Director of Music at St. Joseph's Church 
in Keyport.

HOME SWEET HOME
By Elaine Scott

“House:  A residence.”
“Home:  A place in which one’s domestic 

affections are centered.”
Owning just one huge mansion doesn’t 

seem to fill the needs of certain nouveau 
super-rich Americans.  Even owning two 
of them, one for the summer and one for 
the winter, doesn’t seem to be enough, ei-
ther.  In order to flaunt their newly acquired 
wealth, owning at least one compound, with 
multiple buildings surrounding the main 
residence, is now in vogue.  Buying an up-
scale apartment in Manhattan seems to be 
a prerequisite, too.  That way, the paparazzi 
have a chance to photograph them in their 
newly acquired nouveau super-rich status as 
being “ordinary people.” Of course, owning 
a get-away villa in Spain or a country manor 
in England doesn’t hurt.

Who are these nouveau super-rich, the 
ones with egos as large as their real estate 
holdings?  It’s not Donald Trump, as he is far 
beyond being “merely” super-rich.  Besides, 
he’s no longer “nouveau.”  It’s also not the 
likes of Oprah Winfrey, Bill Gates, or War-
ren Buffett, the richest man in America, as 
they are in the mega-mega rich category. It’s 
not even people like them, ones who have 
amassed amazing wealth by the combination 
of brains, hard work, sacrifice, foresight, and 
talent.  Ironically, it’s some movie “stars,” 
ones who have made it big by “lucking out” 
with just a few good roles.  For them, as with 
so many others, rich and poor, alike, when 
it comes to houses, bigger is better, while 
more is better still.  Yet, is it really?

Owning lavish homes has, historically, 
been a “status thing.”  It wasn’t until the 
Baby Boomer Generation bought into the 
idea that bigger meant better, though, did the 
size of development houses begin to grow.  
Somehow, there was an underlying belief 
that more square footage in a home instantly 
meant more happiness in it, too.  Having 
been one of those “boomer babies,” myself, 
I have since become a lot wiser.

During the post-war building boom of 
the late ‘40s and ‘50s, the average size of a 
new house was about 1100 to 1200 square 
feet, and had contained an eat-in kitchen, 
living room, three bedrooms, and one bath.  
Even the tall, imposing, old turn-of-the-cen-
tury houses didn’t have much more living 

space. With square footage appropriated by 
staircases, sometimes two, long hallways, 
and with lots of thick plaster walls separating 
interior rooms, the space inside those homes 
often wasn’t that large at all.

In the ‘60s and ‘70s, new houses began 
to drastically increase in size, while looking 
even bigger on the outside with the “new” 
attached, one-car garage.  Depending on 
whether or not a fourth bedroom was in-
cluded, 1500 to 1800 square feet was average.  
During this time, the rec room/den/family 
room became “in,” and, so, too, a main level 
utility room, a powder room, and the return 
of the formal dining room.   In the ‘80s, new 
houses continued to grow, easily exceed-
ing the 2,000 square footage mark.  Main 
area rooms began to almost double in size, 
walk-in closets became mandatory, multiple 
bathrooms were an absolute necessity, and 
the one-car attached garage expanded into 
the two-car attached garage.  By the ‘90s, 
3,000 square foot houses were common, 
with extra large everything, including even 
more bathrooms, a “Master Bedroom Suite,” 
and attached garages to park 3 cars.  Now, in 
the 21st century, as vacant land continues to 
decrease as fast as living expenses continue 
to increase, new houses still keep expand-
ing in size.  Maybe, it’s time to get a true 
understanding of what exactly it is which 
makes any house into a home.

A house is nothing but a building, with a 
roof, walls, and a foundation.  For it to become 
a “real” home, it doesn’t matter if it’s a single-
family residence, a townhouse, a condo, an 
apartment, or a tree house.  (For a period in 
my paternal grandparents’ marriage, it had 
been just a box car in Melrose…but that’s 
another story.)  It also doesn’t matter if it’s 
overly big or overly small, where it’s located, 
how much it cost, or how it’s decorated.  A 
“real” home is something intangible and has 
no architectural parameters.  It’s more than 
a place to lay your head or hang your hat, 
and no matter how many houses you may 
own at one given time, you’ll only have one 
“real” home if you’re lucky.  A “real” home 
actually has little to do with real estate, at 
all.  Very simply, a “real” home is the place 
where your heart is.

(Elaine “Holton” Scott may be contacted 
at siteseein526@bellsouth.net.)

Kurtz Heritage: Better By The Dozen
By Norine Croddick Switzer  

(granddaughter of Julia Kurtz Croddick)

George and Caroline Gerlip Kurtz had 
twelve amazing children who contributed so 
much to their native born South Amboy, NJ, 
and community.  The following are personal 
quotes and characteristics regarding the 
pioneering efforts of this most moral, indus-
trious, and hardworking people from their 
children regarding their father/mother.

Emma Kurtz Lonseth: (1894-1975) (first 
born of 12 children) by daughter Evelyn 
Lonseth Burkard  “My mother was a good 
mother, cooked, baked, canned, made my 
clothes and never had a bad word to say about 
anyone.”  As a member of Christ Episcopal 
Church, SA, she made war bandages for the 
servicemen.  Oldest sisters Emma and Julia 
are remembered for their concern in baking 
and cooking for anyone who was ill in the 
family and community.

Jacob W. Kurtz: (1895-1925) Jacob 
served proudly in World War I from enlist-
ment  in 1918 to honorable discharge in 1919 
(war years 1914-1918), stationed in France, 
sadly he was war gassed with mustard gas 
which caused lung problems (an irritant that 
causes asphyxiation) and was hospitalized 
following the war until his death in 1925.  

Julia Kurtz Croddick: (1897-1977) 
Employed as a shop steward for Eisner 
Clothing Factory, First Street, South Amboy 
1933-1949 and defended the rights of the 
employees before management as a union 
leader.  Julia was known for her delicious 
homemade baking and as an active member 
of First Presbyterian Church, South Amboy, 
she baked homemade bread for the church.  
Daughter Dolly stated “She was fabulous, 
fabulous, a seamstress, cook, did bottling 
(ketchup, etc.) and canning (fruit.)  She loved 
people, read the Bible everyday and liked 
the Book of Job, never had a bad word about 
anyone, just unbelievable.”  ‘She made all 
my clothes and my wedding gown.

Louis Kurtz: (1898-1955) by son Leroy 
Kurtz (retired Chief of Police, South Amboy) 
“My dad was a hardworking and good family 
man, and a God fearing man.”  Louis owned 
an ice and coal business, a fireman for the 
Mechanicsville Fire House, and a faithful 
member in the men’s brotherhood at The First 
Presbyterian Church, South Amboy.  Leroy 
stated “One of my memories is my dad telling 
me he broke his jaw in the wooden “Hole in 
the Wall” before it was concrete, riding in a 
wagon on top of a load of hay.”

George Kurtz Jr.: (1901-1953) George 
Jr. had his own laundry business.  He was 
one of the original charter members for the 
South Amboy First Aid Squad and selected 
as chairman, he was captain in 1934, and son 
George Kurtz III in 1958.  Margaret(Mickey) 
Sullivan Kurtz, daughter-in-law stated “My 
father-in-law was a hardworking, kind, and 
a generous man to everyone he met.  His 
laundry truck was used as the first ambulance, 
and he and another gentleman signed the 
financial note to purchase the first ambulance. 
George Kurtz IV, grandson commented “I’m 
honored to be George IV, it is hard to live up 
to, it has instilled in me to help people and 
be involved in volunteerism.”

Andrew Kurtz: (1901-1954)  Andrew 
was an elder for The First Presbyterian 
Church, South Amboy Council President 
and NJ assemblyman for the 19th district 
in 1936.  He purchased a grocery store on 
Ridgeway and Raritan Streets, known as 
“Kurtz’s” and then “Kurtz’s Corner Store” his 
mom and dad ran the store for many years.  
Manville(Maxie) Kurtz, former South Am-
boy and county police officer said, “My dad 
was wonderful, I can’t praise him enough, he 
loved his fellow man, conscientious to the 
public, good father and provider.”

Frederick Kurtz: (1903-1954) Frederick 
owned a milk business and previously was a 
carpenter.  He was one of the original charter 
members for the South Amboy First Aid 
Squad.  Paul Kurtz stated “My father was 
compassionate, he and his brother got up on 
ladders and repaired the church (Presbyte-
rian) during the 1950 Morgan (Sayreville, 
NJ) explosion.”  A stained glass window 
was donated by the family for the church “In 
Memory of the George Kurtz Family.”

Catherine(Toots) Kurtz Nieltopp: 
(1905-1932)  Catherine is well known as 
the artist in the family and her paintings are 
affectionately hung in several family homes 
of a waterfall with a stream and canoe, an old 

house, and quoted by niece Dolly “I have a 
painting of a  flower painted on velvet.”

Catherine passed three days after giving 
birth to her first child.

Henry Kurtz: (1908-1982)  Daughter 
Betty Lee Kurtz Marcinzyk stated “He was 
a great man with a big heart, easygoing, he 
only got mad every 14 years.”  Henry was 
a SA councilman  and was employed by 
E.I. DuPont for forty eight years, last five 
years as paymaster, and President of the 25 
Year Club.  President of the following as-
sociations in South Amboy: Senior Citizens, 
St. Mary’s Holy Name Society, Exempt 
Fireman Association, Housing Authority.   
He was also commissioner for McCarthy 
Towers and has his name on a plaque in the 
community room. 

William(Willie) Kurtz: (1909-1984) 
Son Billy Kurtz stated “No doubt, my pop 
was my hero, he treated everyone the same, 
either prince or pauper, money didn’t mat-
ter to him, he loved South Amboy and said 
South Amboy was “the salt of the earth.”  
“ When I was coming home from college, 
there was a large car at my house with a state 
trooper, it was NJ Governor Meyner, he and 
my father were talking just like if they were 
neighbors.”

William was a H.G. Hoffman High 
School teacher for forty years, he taught 
business and commercial law.  He was a 
NJ state assemblyman for the 19th district 
from 1949-1960 as minority and majority 
leader and Speaker of the House, and Acting 
Governor in 1959.  William is credited for 
securing the landfill from the federal govern-
ment for the city of South Amboy.

Margaret(Margie) Kurtz Nieltopp: 
(1912-1990)  Margie graduated from Charles 
E. Gregory Nursing School as a registered 
nurse and employed by South Amboy 
Memorial Hospital, Perth Amboy General 
Hospital, and Oakview Nursing Home.  She 
taught home nursing classes in Mechanic-
sville Fire House during WWII and made 
volunteer nursing home visits for anyone 
who sought her advice and nurturance.  Son 
Bob said “She was the chief nurse of the 
neighborhood.”  Daughter Janet commented 
“Mom always worked, helped burn victims 
by changing their bandages, gave injections 
for insulin, accompanied pregnant women 
to the hospital and would stay with patients 
for up to twenty four hours.”  “The Lord is 
my shepherd” Psalm 23:1 was her favorite 
Bible verse.

Caroline Kurtz Pastor: (1919-1951) 
Caroline was employed by E.I. DuPont.  By 
son Steve Pastor “ My mother was very kind, 
she was a good mediator between me and 
my brother, and believed in talking things 
out.”  Caroline passed away when her sons 
were five and two years old.

A Kurtz family slogan, “Never be too 
proud to dig a ditch.”  Margaret(Mickey) 
Sullivan Kurtz said “The Kurtz Family is 
known as “Honest as the day is long.”

This headstone marks the site where 14-
18 unidentified people were buried after 
perishing in the T.A. Gillespie Company 
Explosion, also known as the Morgan 
Explosion of 1918.  The grave is located at 
the Ernston Memorial Cemetery in Parlin.  
(Photo by Tom Burkard)

90 Years Ago: The Morgan Explosion
On October 4, 1918, the T.A. Gillespie 

Company Shell Loading Plant, sometimes 
known as the Morgan Depot, suffered a 
major explosion at 7:36 p.m in building #61.  
The facility at the time was believed to be 
one of the largest ammunition plants in the 
world, and at one time supplied 10% of the 
shells used at the front in World War I.  The 
initial blast was followed by 3 days of more 
blasts.  Most houses in South Amboy suffered 
shattered windows, damaged plaster walls, 
and chimneys that were not down.  It was 
destroyed along with over 300 other build-
ings, causing extensive damage to nearby 
Sayreville and South Amboy.  

Martial law was put into effect following 
the blast, and countless locals fled to Perth 
Amboy.  Although there are is no official 
number, it is believed that approximately 64 
residents and employees died, and hundreds 
of others were injured by the blast.

The damage was estimated at $18 
million, and the U.S. Government paid 
$300,000 in insurance to area residents.  The 
explosion according to a 1919 government 
report destroyed enough ammunition to 
supply the western front in the World War 
I for 6 months.

There were many heroes during this 
local catastrophe including the U.S. Coast 
Guardsmen stationed in Perth Amboy, and 
involved in rescue operations.  12 received 
Navy Crosses for their heroic actions after 
the explosion, and two died while helping.  
The Coast Guardsmen risked their lives when 
they relocated a train that was loaded with 
TNT that was threatened by a fire.  Some 
of the men repaired the railroad track and 
moved the train a safe distance to prevent 
further disaster.

The cause of the explosion remains a 

mystery to this day.  Some reports blamed 
it on an accidental spark, while others said 
negligence of the company, and yet oth-
ers theorized that it was sabotaged by the 
Germans.

A mass grave with unidentified remains 
of between 14 and 18 workers can be found 
at the Ernston Memorial Cemetery on 
Ernston Road in Parlin, with a headstone 
pictured above.  Engraved on one side of 
the headstone, "The plot has been beautifully 
maintained by the South Amboy Lions Club, 
beginning Memorial Day 1929."
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Obituaries
Adair, Barbara, 60, of Parlin died on 

Sept. 9.
Beatrice, Michael P., 73, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 3.
Brennan, Jeanne C., 78, of South Amboy 

died on Sept. 4.
Brown, Alexus E. Jr., 81, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 6.
Chuilli, Frances V., 92, of South Amboy 

died on Aug. 30.
Colon, Valentin, 74, of Parlin died on 

Aug. 20.
Coyle, Dennis J., 55, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 11.
Deryn, John, 77, of Sayreville died on 

Sept. 3.
Elia, Joseph, 34, of Sayreville died on 

Aug. 23.
Ferrara, Catherine, 91, of Parlin died 

on Aug. 31.
Florczak, Viola, 91, of Parlin died on 

Sept. 3.
Hager, Frank, 83, of Parlin died on 

Sept. 1.
Hensberger, Catherine, 79, of Morgan 

died on Aug. 28.
Kane, Garry J., 57, of Parlin died on 

Sept. 12.
Krzyzkowski, Charles M., 66, of Parlin 

died on Aug. 16.
Lockwood, Gladys M., 84, formerly of 

Parlin died on Aug. 17.
Osnato, Lois, 69, formerly of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 1.
Price, Katherine M., 90, of Sayreville 

died on Sept. 12.
Prokop, Emil, 65, of Parlin died on 

Sept. 2.
Rush, Ryan A., 24, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 10.
Ryan, Florence, of Parlin died on Sept. 

9.
Schaber, Catherine D., 87, of South 

Amboy died on Aug. 28.
Stab, Helmut, 84, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 14.
Stauffer, Claire, 47, of Parlin died on 

Sept. 10.
Sutkowski, Mae, 88, of Sayreville died 

on Aug. 31.
Sutton, Violet M. Gross, 80, of Sayre-

ville died on Sept. 9.
Swan, Rachel M., 36, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 5.
Troina, John "Sleepy John," 68, of South 

Amboy died on Sept. 4.
Zdzienicki, Theodore A., 82, of Sayre-

ville died on Sept. 3.
Zientek, John M., 52, of Sayreville died 

on Sept. 7.

Rose E. Wickley
Rose E. Plewa Wickley, 87 formerly of 

the Melrose section of Sayreville, died on 
Aug. 17 at San Antonio, Texas.  She was 
a member of Sacred Heart Church, and 
also a member of the Sacred Heart Rosary 
and Senior Club, prior to moving to Texas 
2 years ago.  She had worked for Charles 
Komar & Sons in South Amboy.  Rose is 
survived by her husband of 65 years, Stan-
ley Wickley, daughter Rosemarie Zera, son 
Robert Wickley, 7 grandchildren and 10 great 
grandchildren, brothers Stanley Plewa and 
Walter Plewa.   Burial took place on Aug. 
20 at Fort Sam Houston Cemetery, San 
Antonio, TX.

Local graduates
The following South Amboy and 

Sayreville residents recently graduated from 
Ramapo College: Parlin-Christopher Mat-
tiello, Michelle Putney; Sayreville-Christina 
Chiappetta, Daniel Kolodziej; South Am-
boy-Kyle Babulak, Kelly Dingman, Patricia 
Hartigan, Megan Switzer.

Fairleigh Dickinson University College 
at Florham announced the following who 
received honors or attained the dean's list: 
Honors-Sayreville-Peter Calciano, Antonio 
Cuozo, Kristin Flakker, Frank Maniscalco, 
Amanda Marconi.  Dean's List-Sayreville-
Brian Beavers; South Amboy-Loren Kania.  
Congratulations to all!   
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The Burden of Childhood Backpacks
Some kids may feel they carry the weight 

of the world on their shoulders.  Considering 
the load many are carrying, that's almost true!  
They are stuffed with textbooks, notebooks, 
papers, pencils, CD players and anything 
else they can think of.  

After observing the children and speak-
ing to other parents and teachers, I learned 
that "pack muling" was not unusual for 
children in elementary and high school.  With 
over 30% of school-aged children reporting 
frequent backaches, it has become increas-
ingly important to select the correct pack and 
how to use it.  Here are some suggestions 
when selecting a backpack: 1.Adujustable, 
wide and padded straps; 2.Thick padding in 
the area that rests against the back; 3.Several 
compartments to avoid shifting contents.  
The American Chiropractic Association 
recommends the following: 60 lb. person-5 
lb. backpack; 61-75 lb. person-10 lb.; 100 
lb. person-15 lb. backpack.

As a general rule, backpacks should not 
exceed 10% of your child's body weight, 
not should a pack exceed 15% of an adults' 
weight.  Books should be separated into sev-
eral compartments and heavy items should 
be placed closer to the back.  Be sure to 
place pointed or sharp items away from the 
back.  Backpacks should be worn as close 
to your child's body as possible, especially 
when walking to and from school.  One strap 
should be worn on each shoulder so that the 
weight is balanced evenly across the back.  
Straps should be adjusted so that the back-
pack rests on the hips and pelvis, with less 
strain on the back muscles.  If the backpack 
has a waist belt, it should be fastened to ease 
neck and shoulder stress.

As always, an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure!   Following these 
simple steps will ease the stress placed 
on your child's spine and prevent future 
problems. 

Fishing Flashes 
By Teo “Weebles” Weber

Salt Water
Fluke Fishing in the bay and ocean is 

generally good.  Some big fish, better than 
10 pounds, have been caught in the Reach 
Channel.  I went back to Atlantic Highlands 
in a small boat in mid August fishing past the 
harbor in the bay.  I caught eleven Fluke, all 
were shorts and Sea Robins and one nice 3lb 
Weakfish, which grabbed a live Killy.  Party 
boat Blue fishing is still very good on both 
jigs and bait. Some fish have gone over 15lbs 
but most are 4 to 8 pound fish.  There was 
a Bonito buildup at Barnegat Ridge, but it 
has thinned out.  Kingfish and Bluefish are 
being caught at Barnegat Bay.  Kingfish are 
being found along the entire surf from Long 
Branch on down to Cape May.  Croakers are 
showing in the surf, to our south.  Sea Bass 
and large Ling, plus more Porgies, are on 
the Party Boats that bottom fish.  The an-
nual Fall Weakfish run in Raritan Bay has 
not yet started. 
Fresh Water

The warm weather has slowed up most 
of the fresh water fishing except for Catfish 
and Carp.  I fished a small pond in Sussex 
County, catching one nice Pickerel and losing 
four others in mid August.  Hybrid Stripers 
hit in the evening in Spruce Run and Lake 
Hopatcong. There have been some Rainbow 
Trout caught in Round Valley Reservoir at 
night.
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1948-The South Amboy All-Stars baseball team captured the New Jersey State Amateur 
baseball championship.  Pictured top row (l-r) Coach Rich Ryan, Jim "Troubles" O'Brien, Bill 
"Biff" McKeon, Jack McKeon, John "Skeets" Skarzynski, Leo Kedzierski, Ray Wisniewski, 
John "Jack" Larkin, Jack Zawacki, Ed O'Brien, Assistant Coach, Bill "Smokey" Ryan.  Bottom 
row (l-r) Bob Kenny, John O'Brien, Al "Alfie" O'Connor, Bob "Ace" Hennessey, John Kovaleski, 
Ray Stockton.   Missing from photo-Jerry Connors. (Photo courtesy of Ed O'Brien)

60 Years Ago
1948-South Amboy #3 In The Nation

By Tom Burkard
Last month marked the 60th Anniversary of the South Amboy All Stars baseball team's 

trip to the National Finals at Johnstown, PA.  Perhaps the greatest baseball team ever 
formed in "The Pleasant Little City," the team consisted of top players from St. Mary's and 
Hoffman High Schools, that entered and won the N.J. State Amateur Baseball Tournament, 
which was sponsored by "The Newark Star Ledger."

The state final was played at Ruppert Stadium in Newark before 1,500 fans.  South 
Amboy's ace hurler, Ray Stockton fired a beautiful 3-hitter, and struck out 9 Irvington 
PAL Cubs, as South Amboy easily copped the crown, 14-2, and won a trip to the National 
Tournament.   The All-Stars provided plenty of support for Stockton, as Jack O'Brien 
ripped a single and triple, good for 3 RBI, Bob "Ace" Hennessey added 2 singles and 3 
RBI, Leo Kedzierski went 3-for-3 with 2 RBI, Jack McKeon drilled 3 hits and got 2 RBI, 
while Stockton stroked 2 hits to help his own cause.

At the National Tourney in Johnstown, South Amboy breezed through their first 3 
games.  In Game #1, they pounded Amsterdam, NY, 10-2.  The All-Stars unloaded three 
2-run homers by Jack Zawacki, Ed O'Brien and Kedzierski.  Jerry Connors was the winning 
pitcher, striking out 2, while allowing only 1 run and 4 hits in 6 innings, before giving way 
because of the sweltering heat to Stockton, who fanned 3 and gave up 1 hit in 2 innings.  
Bob Kenny pitched the final inning, allowing 4 hits and 1 run.  Zawacki stroked 3 hits, 
and Stockton stole 2 bases.

SA's awesome sluggers set 3 tourney records in Game #2 , as the locals trounced 
Harrisburg, PA, 15-1.  Ed O'Brien had 4 hits including his 2nd homer of the tourney, and 
drove in 3.  Zawacki was a perfect 4-for-4 with a triple and 3 RBI, Connors ripped 3 hits 
and drove in 5 runs, Jack O'Brien had a single, homer and 2 RBI, and Ray Wisniewski 
had three hits including a home run.  Winning pitcher, Ray Stockton allowed 1 hit in 5 
innings, and smashed a single and 2 doubles.  "Alfie" O'Connor pitched hitless ball over 
the last 4 innings, and struck out 3.

Stockton excelled again in Game #3, hurling a complete game, while striking out 8 
to lead SA to a 7-2 victory over Concord, NH.  The losers scored their runs on 4 errors.  
In the top of the 9th, with the All Stars leading 3-1, Leo Kedzierski orbited a long grand 
slam homer to put the game out of reach.  Hennessey had a 3-for-4 game, and Stockton 
added 2 hits and an RBI.

South Amboy met its match in Game #4, losing to eventual tournament winner, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, 12-4.  New Orleans jumped on the Jersey boys with 7 runs in the first 
inning, scoring on 6 errors and 4 walks.

The dream of bringing a national championship to South Amboy, NJ, ended for our 
hometown heroes, as the All-Stars dropped a heartbreaking 4-3 contest to the '47 champion, 
Washington, DC club.  According to a local daily newspaper, "Some unfortunate plays 
were responsible for Stockton's setback."

The 5,500 fans who attended the game at Johnstown, PA, gave the Cinderella team 
from South Amboy a standing ovation for 10 minutes, the longest ever according to a 
Johnstown resident.

The legendary South Amboy All Stars roster consisted of Coach Rich Ryan, Assistants 
John Connors and Bill "Smokey" Ryan, Trainer Richie Schultz, Scorekeeper Jim "Troubles" 
O'Brien.  Six players from the team went on to play pro ball, with three making it to the 
major leagues.  Jack O'Brien, Ed O'Brien, and Jack McKeon all made it to the big leagues, 
while Bill "Biff" McKeon, Ray Stockton and Leo Kedzierski played minor league ball.  
Other key players for SA were Jerry Connors, Bob "Ace" Hennessey, Jack Larkin, Ray 
Wisniewski, Jack Zawacki, Bob Kenny, "Alfie" O'Connor, and Jerry Hoban.

Legendary major league baseball manager, Jack McKeon said that, "I remember 
starting the team, and we went to the Freeholders Tournament, and then were invited to 
the State Tourney which was run by "The Star Ledger.  Richie Ryan ran the team, and it 
turned out that the same night the All-Stars were in the championship game at the New-
ark Bears Stadium, our other team, the South Amboy A.A. had to play in another final.  I 
caught for the A.A. club and my brother "Biff" caught for the All-Stars.  A Polish priest, 
who followed our team around said that he'd give us $1 for each hit, and in one game we 
got about 20 hits.  The South Amboy people were just terrific to us."

John "Skeets" Skarzynski, who has umpired in the area for over 50 years, and was a 
member of the All-Stars said, "For a little town like South Amboy, it was a great achieve-
ment to be #3 in the nation out of hundreds of teams."

Leo Kedzierski a former minor leaguer best recollection was winning the NJ Finals 
to qualify for Johnstown, "It was a great night.  We played at Ruppert Stadium, home of 
the Newark Bears, and I got 3 or 4 hits, as we won quite easily."

Jerry Connors recalled "The City of South Amboy was behind us all the way and 
helped us get new uniforms, which were the best a South Amboy team ever had, plus 
major league hats.  I'll also never forget bus driver Larry Keays driving us to the Newark 
Train Station, and our train ride to Johnstown."  

It must have been a really exciting time in '48, as South Amboy marched to the National 
finals, and to see them come back home after capturing 3rd place in such a prestigious 
baseball tournament.  The South Amboy All Stars were a truly outstanding group of baseball 
players, who brought national recognition to "The Pleasant Little City." 

Sayreville Community Day
Photo Exclusive By Tom Burkard

Terri Yetsko does a superb job as MC to get 
the Sayreville Community Day started.

Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O'Brien (r) 
congratulates Patti Burch (l) for doing an 
outstanding job in organizing Community 
Day.

Ashley Herndon, Alexa Herndon, and Danny Herndon (partially hidden in center) enjoyed 
visiting with a robot during Community Day.

Sayreville American Legion's Honor Guard marches to the front of the stage as festivities 
begin.

Assemblyman John S. Wisniewski speaks to the crowd, as Sayreville Mayor Kennedy O'Brien, 
Assemblyman Joseph Vas, and Sayreville Councilman Daniel Kaiserman look on. 

Father Jack, who recently had surgery said the opening prayer.
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SA Memories
continued from page 12

I remember a man with a homemade 
board with wheels and old fashioned irons in 
his hands for moving his homemade vehicle 
and singing so you would contribute money 
in order for him to earn a living.  I remember 
photographers coming around and taking a 
picture for very little money at the time.  That 
is the only picture I have when I was young, 
about 8 years old.  So, I am happy they came 
around.  I have nothing earlier.

The sewer pipe in the field in back of 
our house was an exciting and daring place 
to visit and try to go to the end, which came 
out on Feltus St.  Feltus St. from Borden-
town Ave. was the best sleigh riding in the 
world!  Girls had to watch out or we would 
belly flop right behind them and spin them 
around.  The hill at the old South Amboy 
Hospital also provided a great but shorter 
ride.  Some of the most dangerous and ex-
citing rides were through the woods at the 
end of John St.  When the ice formed, you 
went at what seemed like 45 m.p.h. on the 
paths.  Playing in the gorge near the woods, 
particularly with all the clay was a messy 
day.  In the summer, cardboard sliding down 
the hill below the infamous circle by Rt. 35 
and Highway 9 was both fun and sometimes 
dangerous.

Did I mention the stickball we played 
under the railroad bridge at the bottom of 
Feltus St.?  It was great fun and simple 
entertainment.  We would talk about our 
day at the corner of John and Feltus St. by 
Zaleski's store.  Most likely, only those who 
lived nearby would remember that.  

Do you remember someone who sold 
pretzels on the highway in the summer to 
people going down the shore?  The person 
would wave a brown bag with pretzels in 
it, and wait for a car to stop and buy a bag.  
There was a sign well down the highway 
reminding motorists that the pretzels were 
coming.

Some great times during high school 
were the bus rides to the basketball games.  
Singing of course, 99 bottles of beer (oops) 
maybe coca-cola on the wall.  The most 
memorable trip had to be to Matawan HS 
where the ceiling was so low, you had to 
angle a set shot almost on a straight line.  
Do you remember set shots in basketball?  
It took two hands.  The only time you see it 
now is during a foul shot.

Ten cent (.10) movies at the Empire 
Theater downtown.  Flash Gordon and other 
serials played, and you had to come back 
next week to find out what happened to the 
hero who was put in harms way.

Net fishing at the Point and the Minnie 
Ditch were popular recreational activities.  
Men would take row boats and put the be-
ginning of a large net on the shore, row or 
motor out in the Raritan Bay, way out and 
came back and put the other end on shore.  
Then they started dragging it towards shore.  
Lots of fish, some crabs, and the infamous 
horseshoe crab that was thrown back or left 
on the beach.  I remember digging tape worms 
at the Minnie Ditch, and selling them by the 
quart to the local bait shops.  We made some 
good money, but it was hard work.  We also 
dug many long neck clams to steam and make 
clam chowder.  Manhattan, of course.

These are just some of the things I 
never thought about until today, and it was 
prompted by the picture of the building that 
once housed the Chatham Garment Co.

I think everyone should start to write 
down the things they remember doing when 
they were young so their children can have a 
bit of history of their parents and grandpar-
ents.  Include that with any genealogy you 
should do regarding your family.  Don't wait, 
because people you may want to talk with 
may not be here when you want them. 

Crabs, Crabs, Crabs
Cheesequake State Park will offer a 

special program about crustaceans that 
inhabit the park area.  The world of the Fid-
dler and Blue Claw Crab will be explored.  
During the program, you will learn about 
the behavior of crabs, how to catch Blue 
Claw crabs, and how to prepare crabs for 
tablefare.  The program will take place at the 
Interpretive Center, and is open to all ages.  
For more info call 732-566-3208.
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POW Program
On Sept. 23rd at 7:30 p.m., Ladies Aux-

iliary, Veterans of Foreign Wars #4699, will 
perform a POW program "Soldiers Missing 
In Action," at the VFW Hall on Jernee Mill 
Rd. in Sayreville.  There are three Sayreville 
men still missing in action.  The Honor Guard 
and Post Commander will participate in the 
ceremony.  Refreshments will follow, and 
then the monthly meeting will be held.  For 
info call 732-264-3041.

Polish good Times:Part Two
By HENNY THE DJ

I was talking to my mother about the 
last Henny the DJ article about enjoying all 
the people dancing the Polka at the Sacred 
Heart Carnival back in the 50’s and she 
told me something that really struck home. 
She talked about how when she was in the 
6th grade during The Depression she re-
membered going to a Sacred Heart Picnic 
at the parish picnic grounds that were then 
situated on Cedar Street where Sacred Heart 
Grammar School now stands. She and her 
girlfriend, Claire,  were looking through 
the fencing at all the people dancing, and a 
pair of empathetic ticket takers allowed both 
these two young girls to kind of “sneak in,” 
and it wasn’t long before both of them were 
out on the dance floor happily stomping 
and swirling around in the manner of the 
people on the dance floor  and learning the 
“Polish Hop”. 

As she was talking something started 
working in my brain that wouldn’t stop till 
all at once it hit me. The very same thing 
happened to Boo Boo Sullivan and me in 
the 50’s. We were familiar with the people 
of Sacred Heart parish because we both 
lived nearby, had Polish friends, and Corky 
Baranowski was nice enough to  let us into 
the recreation complex downstairs in the 
building that would one day house the great 
record hop dances of our later high school 
days.  You see, when we were approximately 
the same age as my mother and her friend, 
Boo Boo and I also “snuck” into the hall 
on Washington Road one Saturday evening 
when the adults were having a Polka Party.  

We climbed up the stairs to where a projec-
tion type room stood, hid out and watched 
all our Polish neighbors and parents of our 
Polish friends out on the dance floor going 
round and round and round with million dol-
lar smiles on their faces; and in my lifetime 
I really don’t think I’ve seen smiles of such 
surrender to fun compare  the ones from that 
night . There it is right there, two generations 
in the same family getting their first taste 
of dancing and Polish good times in almost 
exactly the same way. 

I wonder how many of us, Polish or not 
Polish, trying to learn to dance made our first 
attempts at that daunting but magical pursuit 
to the beat of a boisterous  Polka spurred on 
by the unrestrained joy we witnessed in those 
early dancers.   It seems like the Polish of 
those days had it all figured out : a Saturday 
night out dancing with family and friends, 
eating Polish delicacies, drinking cold beer 
and all of it under the auspices of their own 
neighborhood parish priests and nuns just 
to keep everything “kosher.” It’s really not 
a bad model to follow, is it?

Once in a while at the Landmark when 
we need a pick me-up on a Saturday night, 
we have “wedding reception practice.” 
Somebody puts on an old battle scarred 
wedding gown and veil that I keep on hand, 
we toss a bouquet and garter and we dance 
the Chicken Dance and the Electric Slide, 
but I always make sure I put on the Domino 
Polka cause to me there ain’t no party unless 
there’s a song people can dance the Polka to 
like the dancers at Sacred Heart.

On Aug 19 and 20 a group of 8 college sophomores from China were hosted at the home 
of Mr. & Mrs. Barry Campbell. It was the students first time out of China, and they flew into 
NY area airports and were picked up by Mansfield University ( Mansfield, PA) professor Tim 
Madigan and brought to South Amboy to recuperate from the long flight before the journey 
to Mansfield on the 21st. The Campbell’s daughter graduated from Mansfield in May, and 
spent a month in China, hence the connection to the visiting students. 

Those Born 1930-1979
TO ALL THE KIDS WHO SURVIVED 

the 1930's 40's, 50's, 60's and 70's !!First, we 
survived being born to mothers who smoked 
and/or drank while they were pregnant. They 
took aspirin, ate blue cheese dressing, tuna 
from a can, and didn't get tested for diabetes. 
Then after that trauma, we were put to sleep 
on our tummies in baby cribs covered with 
bright colored lead-based paints.We had no 
childproof lids on medicine bottles, doors 
or cabinets and when werode our bikes, we 
had no helmets; not to mention, the risks we 
took hitchhiking

As infants & children, we would ride 
in cars with no car seats, booster seats, seat 
belts or air bags. Riding in the back of a 
pick up on a warm day was always a special 
treat.We drank water from the garden hose 
and NOT from a bottle. We shared one soft 
drink with four friends, from one bottle 
and NO ONE actually died from this. We 
ate cupcakes, white bread and real butter 
and drank koolade made with sugar, but 
we weren't overweight because WE WERE 
ALWAYS OUTSIDE PLAYING ! 

We would leave home in the morning 
and play all day, as long as we were back 
when the streetlights came on. No one was 
able to reach us all day. And we were O.K. 
We would spend hours building our go-carts 
out of scraps and then ride down the hill, 
only to find out we forgot the brakes. After 
running into the bushes a few times, we 
learned to solve the problem.We did not have 
Playstations, Nintendo's, X-boxes, no video 
games at all, no 150 channels on cable, no 
video movies or DVD's, no surround-sound 
or CD's, no cell phones, no personal comput-
ers, no Internet or chat rooms.  WE HAD 

FRIENDS and we went outside and found 
them!We fell out of trees, got cut, broke 
bones and teeth and there were no lawsuits 
from these accidents. We ate worms and 
mud pies made from dirt, and the worms 
did not live in us forever. We were given BB 
guns for our 10th birthdays, made up games 
with sticks and tennis balls and, although 
we were told it would happen, we did not 
put out very many eyes. We rode bikes or 
walked to a friend's house and knocked on 
the door or rang the bell, or just walked 
in and talked to them! Little League had 
tryouts and not everyone made the team. 
Those who didn't had to learn to deal with 
disappointment. Imagine that!! The idea of 
a parent bailing us out if we broke the law 
was unheard of. They actually sided with 
the law! These generations have produced 
some of the best risk-takers, problem solvers 
and inventors ever! The past 50 years have 
been an explosion of innovation and new 
ideas.We had freedom, failure, success and 
responsibility, and we learned HOW TO 
DEAL WITH IT ALL! If YOU are one of 
them. CONGRATULATIONS! 
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